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peared, and no Vestige of him or kis 
horse remained. . ' • . ; < 



Lady Isabel was now in one of those 
interesting situations that are very amus* 
ing in the recital, but not at all so ia 
reality ; she was,' however, a woman of 
courage and resolution, and hoping that 
her horse might find the way back again , 
she dismounted, in order to turn him 
round with less da!nger to herself. This 
she effected, and was about to remount, 
when the figure of the .Witch of Scot- 
inuir stood before her in the path. In 
one hand was her favourite' snake, in the 
other a dirk ; she remained for some mo- 
ments immoveable, then shaking her 
familiar till it hissed terrific, jand me- 
nacing \irith the djrk, as if she meant to 
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strike, she screamed forth the following 
wild vei*ses, in a recitative that partook 

not a little of the nature and tone of in- 

►. • 
fernal choristers. 



r • 



Woman foul, tby hour is come, 
/' Tremble, tremble at thy doom I 
' The adder springs unueath thy feet, 
. Kow rip^n'd i' the summer's heat* 



Wee its form when thou i' poVr 
Mickle now i' vengeance hour ; 

» « 

Woman pause, thine hour is come, * 
'J^Vuth and justice seal thy doom. 

At first Lady Isabel for some reason 
or other was, as it were, thunderstruck ! 
she turned pale, her legs shook, and her 
powerless hands fell motionless at* her 

* 

side^ But she was not long in this si- 
tuation ; she regained her self-possession, 
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CHAP. I. . * 



A Stomk — Scot-^nuir — 
A Wiich-^-dark TSfigM— 

AuUWetigand 
Ihe Lady brighU 



It vas aboirt three in the ai^enioon ia 
the month of October, when the vivid * 

* • ■ 

green livery of nature's summer pomp* 
is mellowed intQ the mingied brown, yel-^ 
low> and red» that preludes the fall of 
those leafy honours she is pleftsieid to be* 

B 
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Stow on the tenants of the forests The . 

4 

fanning b^f ze that " had tampered the 
burning sun at noon, had now subsided, 
and a death-like stillness, sure prelude to 
a^orm, made the wild kihabitaots of the 
mountains and vallies pant, and cast 
their eyes to earth ift 'drapair. The heat 
was excessive, the air became darkened, 
Iblack clouds advanced from the south- 
east, wl^leJLheJighiniags b<^an to play» 
and with their ^foric-y splendour gave 
warning ta all to Jtlewar^ of the approach- 
ing danger. Tb^ &tag trembled as he 
listened for he knew hot wh^t, and the 
es^le. sheltered in his eyrie,, half €k)9ed 
bis eye, as the. fire of he^yeii ,<:irglei) hi» 
elevated-iabode. 

. *^ l^vit a wee, bide a wee, my! kdy ; 
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an let us just tak shelter 0r ese the foul 
^ark begpns)'' cried Auld W^edy to his 
oompanioDi as ^h^y reached theeKtre** 
raity of one of those yast heathd amoiyg 
the highlands, wlpiere in some directions 
the eye stretches itself in vain and pain* 
fut effcHTt to find some object to rest on ! 
all is vast, dreary, ai)d monotonous, and|^ 
reminds the ^ reflepting .traveller of that 
eternity he ia bmtening. tot -$a. it was , 
with Auld Weedy ! wHis companion gave* 

no iipmediate answer to his scriigitj^jtiodi 

■* * * , ' . * ." * .'....* 

. she raised her hand? a fairer^never graced . 

* * * 

$pp]ttish Dame. I.slie . raised • it to shade 
her. largfe fuH» hjue; eyes, from the too. 
vivid gla^re of the agitated fluid, and 
Weedy went on. ^^ 
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mithef, we a*' come sae fur tfntouched 
m uDtfnded 1 wae worth they $1 should 
think to touch sae i6|fc ^ fldwer ! but 
this muir! don't I ken it^is- it not a 
leacfu * f ^hM the big ocean of eternity 
pilot's to compare ! add wha wad go j,uist 
to tempt its pathless face and a storm, the 
iike not seen by mortal, a hanging! 
There near the pass we a* freed is a 
cavern I ken, or i* time larl^ syne I 
kenned ! but nae matter, it may sarve to 
shelter a better nor Auld Weedy," As 
the old man finished speaking, the' war 
of elements began, and a sudden clap of 

thunder seemed as if it had' split the 
lofty mountain behind, and rent it from 
the summit to the base: another and 
ifmoithev succeeded, the rain began to 
fall in torirehts, and did Weedy .turned 
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THE W-ITCH OF SCOT-MUIR. 6 

towards the mountain and advanced to 
• » , 

the part he had formerly* knownjL h^s 

companion^ with a half suppressed sigh, 
enveloped herself in her plaid and fol« 
lowed him. Sixty summers and sixty 
vvinters had Weedy seen, but age had 
not shaken the firnmess of his step ; it 
had bleached his head and beard, and 
i>ent him & Jittle towards earth, but he 
IWS^lked gaily, and during half an hour 
his' companion followed him through 
chasms in the rocks, and over brush- 
wood, and they then began to hear,^ ^ 
^the intervals of the hursts of thunder^ 
the roar of a mountain toit^nt* ^ 

« The Lord be praised !" sa]?l If eejhr. 
**we ha* not far/ to gang! gin ye ha' 
courage, my lady, to foUqw me acrosd^^ 
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tfle rift, hnd not iet youc foot slip, we*« 
SooB be in a ^belter. whece ye tnay dcy 
your gear and tak a wee bit o*^ sicim-* 
berl" 



, > 



*^ Slumber ? alas ! it is hot repose X 

^ant/' said Florinda/' <* What is the 

; w^r .of elements, and the drenefaihg raid, 

andtbe h(»rror. of out pnes^ situation*? 

they ailiidil as the visieir^ I 9ee,>ItfieI 

Only (he d^feger of a boother} the hea- 

. tep^ vfw '■ ag;ai'Dst me ! • the p^i^etic 

' .■ ' 

: voice of th^ hpitry witefaityM ribgaaa 

^my ears, and by th^ delay her.disonal 

prophesy will be fulfilled ! . but lead on 

< —I have courage to- follow where thou 

|^f< Ah I my lady Florinda, wHa ever 
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doubted the eour^^e. o' ane o\ yolic 
blude ? just here, ah I I mind me jveel 
tbfit auld : scaithed tree, it*s ilka liio 
Aald Weedy ! an just round the next 
turn is the rift an^ anither its awn brither 
a laid, across-^nay sure I'm wrapg the 
wbili ! ';why,;a8 Ssure as the jud^ent 
di^s tb^i fieiid$ o' bell ha" filled up the 
p^^and bereV a bu^ mountain im^ 

pedes our way. Alack 1 akutk I . We can 
i9iG^ver : climb., thia mountain o* neithcf 
aidev.aiid . wd mmk- e'eo . gang, .bade 
fi£faiil^> 



i»i' 






; ^* Be it $o/' daid ; Florinda . turbiag 
i:ound and retracing her steps, but ibc^ 
was stopped by the sudden. feJkoCiii'lafgf 
bush, washed down by the pouring raluc 
' it struck her foot and the ^j^wwtfi fi^^ , 
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she felt obliged her to stop. Old Weedy 
placed her on. the fallen bush, and pro- 
duced from his scrip, such of their pro* 
vision as remained ; he recommended it 
to. the l^dy, as well as a cordiaj he con- 
tinually carried, and it was not till after 
the storm had passed away, add the 
shades of evening began to fall ^ that 
Floriiida could again attempt to walk. 
She bad hot gone >fiir when she wa9 
again obliged ta halt/ and by thisitime 
the darkness was profound, the moon in 
her last quarter had not risen, aiid the 
narrow road they were travelling was 
rendered dangerous by the contidiial 
£alling of: stones, earth, and 'bushes fbom 
tl^'e mmintain. 



rir 
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THE WITCH OF SCOT-MUIA. 9 

were leaning against a tree that grew 
on the edge of the mountain, in profound 
silence, when turning their eyes' towards 
that part they had attempted to pene* 
trate, they perceived' at a considerable 
height on the mountain, a figure, with 
a torch in its hand. . It was tall, meagre 
and gaunt, its coal black hai? bung like 
snakes pveir its face and shoulders, which 
were covered with a red garment that 
enveloped the {est of its person to the 
-knees: the legs and arms were bare, 
aiid, as it threw the torch < about in va- 
rious^diriections, the catching light Caught 
the psominent features, the gfei^ngeye, 
the long pointed 'nose,- the half gaping 
mouth, with its two solitary fangs^. a^d 
:the peaked xhih^ Btrewnr with sicatt^r€d 
, bristles, that like liimincHia pointsr re* 
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fleeted die l^ht of the torch. Flonnda 
i and her guide gazed oft this appaidtioii 
. for some momeots in silence, at iengtli 
. the former' said, " Ala»! Weedy, it fa 
r tfce Witch of Se6t-mttir ! ^ What new 

woe is slie come to denounce ?'' 

** Th$t is more nor a mere mortal may 

ju^, presume lo divine^ my lad^ ! so.be 

h^ hi^s Q^t iti him the true blude, the 

< gifts O: second sight and all . the auld 

g^r : but let m Iciid <an jear to her par» 

Jf^iH^e I if so be she is in the mipd to 

t^ what sorrow she is wofiJ«g. Some 

puir hapless babe^ may * hap* m|]: rue 

her Rigfat-wark. I ken her gluoshing 

: way an she^s e^er ' a bodeword to aome 

{g^e ehiel or other!" *^ Dost thou 

know ifaer ih*n/ Weedy ?"*< said^Florkida 

• 9 
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» 

— ^*Do I! ab don*t I then, nay lady! 
wkakensi^ot the sp^e woman o^ Scot- 
muir> just naebody, at all! Sbe as ia 
muckle usefa to her master, I reckon ! 
let her be woman, let her be man she's 
^iblins the same ! but lend an ear to h^ 
say, ray lady; She*8 used to-be a 
bangstef in her younger time! '^' The 
lady Tustent^d, buli the witch merely from 
time to time, uttered a sort of wild cry 

« • ■ 

that expressed disappointment, and Flo- 

* ■ ■ ■ . 

mda at last eil treated Weedy to resucte 
thfeifjoiirneyl " Lead the *wiy *back^ 
let us quit tnese horrid cleughs, and rest 

• • • . ♦ 

us till the moon rides oh Scot-mui^, 
Weedy, No evil can befal us there, 
and the first glimpse of, day will lend 
us light to guide us to Flatburn East* 
Hasten, Weedy, for my heart sinks at 
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the sight of Madge of Scot-muir." Weedy 
.loitered as if he was unwilling to leave 
the mountain without ascertaining on 
what errand the Witch was come forth, 
but al.leqgth the entreaties of Florioda 
prevailed, apd after a ; painful walk reu- 
dered doubly horrible by the occasional 
glimmerings of Madge's torct^, they found 
:^hemselves near the place ;virhere, they 
first ^uter^d the passage. Florioda was 
joear^ exhausted, Srhe was cold, wet, and 
in pain^ but she passed on a little fur- 
ther round a piojecting comer of th^ 
rock, and throwing herself on the groiund, 

'waited for aborning. 
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CHAP. II. 

« 

Auld Wted^'s tale— 

The Witch's crt>«— 
From cruel force 

Fhrinda flies. 

» ■ • 

And now, while tb^ lady and her at- 
tendant are endeavouring to taste such 
repose as the foot of a woody mountain^ 
after a drenching rain, can bestow- on 
mortak, it will be right to inform the 
gentle reader who^ these interesting per^- 
sonages were. The latter, called Weedy 
Paddockride, was a character not ^% ^ 
uncommon in Scotland at thsit dayi :iH>r. 

perhaps even no*«r. In life youth he 

^ . 

had been . a^oldxer; ^nd d^rtV g0A4 se?^ 

• ' ■. '-■.■ •. "'■ 

' ." - ' ■ - . • 

.*■- - 






vice against the Englii^h; but he re^i 
oeived a wound at the famous defeat of . 
Flodden Field, and the leisure this pro«^ 
cured him for consideration, induceld a^ 
difie^Ht turn of mitid: he suddenly 
laid aside his soldier's garb, and assum- 
' ing that of a sort of religious mendicant, 
' he travelled the counb*y, and subsisited 
On the cfaftrity hereceiV^edfropi the good 
housewives, and sometiniies fr-om the la- 
4lies of the cagtleis,. which be visited. 
' He ev^r profesaed the great^t abhor- 
rence of dishonesty in diiy shape; find 
^oM^ell' had nature qualified) biii^;£:^r a 
j>ublic character, that he pev^c^ £fiiled to 
pentoade all who iistesiad, tol hM)^o|,fais 
tiiiimpeachabte honour^ ^joAd9ity« and 
verapity* ^ Nay, so disinterested w^mW 
* iiese^ai« that once or twi^ee,: wh^n g<M 
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^iu».offei(6^ hvsBi, he l9fAt known to re- 
£\kse it, tbaugfa al.tfae same time lie ob* 
served, that if it was put into his wal- 
let, he could not be answerable for the 
ftiflL To shew bow high his character 
stood, we need only relate the following 
fact. ■ ^ 

The Castle of the ancient family of 
Mac Mac was ever ready to affo»d its 
hospitable shelter to old Weedy, and 
from the Laird. to the lowest groom etdl 
were rejoiced to see h\xsu To the foiL 
met he gave such ioielligeace as was 
inpst grateful ; inibrmied him where bis 
hereditary foe the Laird c^ Mac'Siy was 
most vulnerable ; nay, . it was-''repo*ted^ 
that he had more than onbe bden tfcfe 
beai^ of gifts to- aouae i :disianten jpd 



I .* 
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.members of that almost innumerable 
elati, and with difficulty escaped the an«> 
ger of the politic chieftain. In order to 
•satisfy Mac Sly, and exculpate himself, 
Jbowev^, he took an oath an the h9ly 
jscriptures with so steady and pious a 
countenance, that his innocence of the 
charge was ever believed by the clan* 






But to return to the Castle of Mac 
JVfac. Thejady, a \inoman of high spi- 
i!itt and who dabbled somewhiit too 
j»tioh in {lie mysterks of the black art, 
^yer failed to closet Weedy, and tobe^ 
'^fl^tbw in his wallet, a waMet of sheep- 
' ;skin, which she herself presented to him, 
^bme considerable gift. The lady Flo- 
rjnda', her niec§, whom she. bad brought 
]ipfi!om infancy ^ her own parents being 
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I ... 

dead, early imbibed a. strong partiality ia 
favour of Weedy, w^ho knew, because he 
assisted in conducting the tender inter- 
views she had more than once enjoyed 
with a youth of whom we shall say 
more anon. To each of the attendants, 
followers, and servants. Weedy contrived > 
at some time or other, to be useful, and 
he was of course admitted to parts of the 
Castle where no other mendicsosit would 
have found his way. After mie'of th^ 
visits, a silver tankard, never used but on 
the Laird's birthday, was missing, and a 
party of men at arms wto sent after 
Weedy, to bring hhn back td^tlie Castle, m 
He underwent a strict search, btit no» 
thing, save a few relics and silver-fl^ ^> *" 
jiies, were found upon him ;• Ai»i4'^fter 
many examinations, it was d<i§*fewa^i^E^d . 



r 



itbat tzrMt probably the Witch of Scot# 
i9iw> called Madge the. Snoover^. wbOi 
Jiad'be^Q s^^. pacing near the Castki^ 
JAusi have taken it by her ^; - Of, this 
mromaoi, moie like an inhabitant of the 
lower .\rorld. than of this. Weedy alwaya 
|HrQf?8^ed the. gr^teat abhonreAce ; be 
Baiid .lih^ was unsightly andunholy» i^iid 
'Vlor^' like to houristL imps than to/ b^ 
fjfiefid jneni. Her - habitation waa -un^ 
juioiwD >! 'J ' aometitnes. abe suddenly ^api- 
p^ared.jEio one kfietv. bo^ qf why ! she 
iiittered wil4 wor^.of horMr, and thoSe 
yvho hfMl 9)o#t ob^erT^d her, asserted 
that she* was >in variably tbt$ 'Sam^, and 
xC(Hninebq0d:her prophaeiea in nearly the 
jame obscure terms. . Elorifida^ wbu^had 
ae^n her once ; before beriappeantnce on 
the mpt)ntain,.was pot a. little stupfind, 
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OB that occasion, to hear the old mendt 
cant say be knew. 'hisr; but as hecunr- 
Dingly asserted his knowledge of her to 
be general only* har surprise passed 

away/ 

- 

On the morning of that stormy day 

when our "narration began, Florinda had 

■ - I I 

wandered into a little favourite grove, to 

■ 

amuse herself with her harp, and seated 
with her instrument on a . mossy bank^ 

she was admiring thje graduiit dispersion 
of the morning mist from the bosom of a 
bke that Jay below, and Hstehrngiwitb 
-pei]»iye pleasure to the distaht iwatet* 
fall, .when, on the side ' of the mbtuajtahi' 
<m wbiob.the Castle stood, Madge, t^ 
Witeh of Scot*niuir^ suddenly appea»^- 
Fkxrinda started ; but the gaunt figur^. 



f*r 
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jrsising her bane arm, and shaking ai^dtie 
.shp)held in her hand, exclaimed, ^^^j > • 

. ,^. , 

To Flat burn East, maid, hie thee heQjpel •r 
Warn hiaa of the coming foe; 
Warn him of the unseen- blow : 
Warn him of > the man of might; 

Warn him of the lawfu' right. 

. .• • . • • 

Tell no 'mortal of thv deed ; 

Hie thee alone wi* eagle speed I 

Hie, thee, maiden, hie away! * 

And wait not liU th^ elqse of day* : ' ' 

The Witch then uttei^ed d loud Beremi, 
•and instantly vanished* Florinda re- 
ihained some time motionless, with sur- 
prize and hom>r : Madge appeared some- 
thing more tbaja human ! therte lyas some* 
thing so commanding in her voice. 
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figure, and gesture, and her advice was 
so momentous, that Florinda resolved,' 
however hazardous to herself, to follow 
7 k« She. returned to the Castle^ and 
prepared to set outl But as she wa^ 
putting on her. plaid, she received a^ 

summons from her aunt to attend her in 
her allotment, and however unwilling, 
she- was compelled to comply with it.* 
She laid her plakl aside, and entered the 
room of the Lady Isabel, who had just 
rised, and who, having dismissed h^r at*' 
tendant, addressed her thiis. *^ Good- 
morrow, FIoH^da! wh;f tl]^t anxious* 
look ? I do not 6fteii it>ti^tde on thy pri-^ . 
racy,, for, girl; liglit id hot more distant - 
ji^m darkness, tbao- day soul is fioffi- 
. ^ine." ttoriiidtf/tnAde-'fto reply, and - 
tt>e lady continasea. • ' '' ' ' ' '• ' 



; *^M^J^ac%has just left me, and txmi* 
mftii49 me to teU thee, that thou wile 
soon cease to inhabit the Castle ^ 
M^M^c. M^Spaul seeks thy faai)d« and^ 
tQ*^Dighfc'.ha:wiil be bere^.^^to deniaiid thy 
eonbeBiu' 



• 4 



^ 
1 \ 



, " Kever \ he aeVer shajl: hare ;i|,V eau: 
Qlfkiiftj^d Florinda. *« WJbat! ally my- 
self ;to a mcwB^terl JNey^r." . ** With 
that nesqlye: }f have no concern, Elorin-r 
da," replied Lady Isabel.. " Loog^Very 
lpog» hast thau:;9nd thy brother engross^ 
ec) the^^;|fifctioi^ o^ M'Macl )ong^ very 
Uv>^, hpse I . eeaiied to^ i&termeddle ia: 
V^bat eopcerii? . th^;| | yfM command* 
. ^ tp apaf e * ^hy maiden blusjiea, by im« 
V p^4Dg |thy uBcIe's^ design j I have, done; 
Biy duty, an,d I leavejthee:lQ4p thi(ie#'*. 
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•* Oil! dearegu lady, 'do mote than your 
duty then V\ «aid Fldfinda, casting her* 
self at 'the faet of Lady Isabel ; ^* solicit 
toy uiicle to break off -such* a design I 
tell him, that my very- existence depends 
on it ! I cannot live and wed M*SpauJ/* 
The lady looked earnestly, but not re- 
lentingly, at Plorinda, and, afler a pause, 

• she said, ** I once thouglit I could not 
live and see* my husband^a love diverted 
fronioiel but I do — ^atid will till I have 
my — but no matter—- thou wilt live ! 
and be as grekt « wretch as I ani. De« 
part — trouble me no morel • Scf Sayings' 

' she arose, «nd tearing het gsfrtnents from 
the hands of Florinda, left h'^ldclehded 
6n4he'flW>r. ■ ' ■■ ■■ ■■■^'P:B-%-' '■ 

I ./ i::.Oi ■ jv-*-^'-^ 

She lay for sotnfe timfe i^ithoiit' motion^ 
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md uttering. git>ant, might have moved 
a heart of adamatit; but a jealous vin- 
dictive wom^n is harder than adamantl^ 
the Lady Isabel could not relent, she, 
enjjoyed the woe she saw. - 



^1* 



At last her o;c^n attendant, Peg^y, en- 
tered the room, in search of h^, and 



Florihda, overwhelmed with gyief, retired 
to her- apartment, when sh^ snddfsply . re-, 
collected the Witch of Scot^nxuir, and 

the evil that threatened her brothel:* It 

• • • . ' • ' 

was now near noon, and she had no ti^me 
to lose! . From M'Mac, to Flatburn 
East, was full five miles and a half, an4. 
she felt that many dangers threatened 
her in going alone : besides, to take the 
direct road would be to expose' herself 
to he fetched back by the servants, whOf 
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tbe 4id not doubts would he neat after 
jber ; to pfocu^ her paldciey, Iv^thout the 
aid of a groonit was impo^iiU^ wml to 
trust any one was uas^* la tins di- 
lemma Jfie^r ouly .pnheticable fJm was to 
set out on footj and to eodeavMir to 
reach Flatbum East, by a circuitous 
way over the mountain, and by crossing 
a corner of Scot-muir Heath. Under 
ppstence of wanting repose, she dismissed 
Peggy, and wrapping herself in her plaid, 
happily left the gardens, unperceived, 
and resolved to place herself under her 
brother's protection ; she descended oa 
that side of the mountain which tii^ 
knew must lead her to the HeAth* /'She 
was much incommoded by flikovj^eat, 
proceeding at but a slow pace, in ^cddia* 
parison to her wishes, a»d iwsaa >«it last 



* ^ 
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obliged to sit do^n to rest: During this 
Test, Weedy pvertook lier, and acceded 
to her desire, that he would accompany 
her to Flatburn East, The rest of the 
•day's adv^tures the courteous reader 
knows. 



^ 



t • • 
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CHAP. III.. 

DoubtB—rFeatful $ighU — 

jfnd weieame rest-^ 
TAc nfi^er of 

Young Fhthim Eatt, 

IpLORiNDA had not been above a qtiaiv 
ter of an hour extended on tHe grouinly 
in the situation we have described, the 
nose of Auld Weedy uttering responsive 
echoes, to her groans, wheki she hesM . - 
the distant tread. of horsemen, and .at 
eveiy instant they drew nearer and nearer. 
Her first intention was to awake Weedy, 
but she feared lest his sudden ekcl^mar • 
tion niigfat alarm th6se who ap|KPoached 
and guide them to her ; she d^d Hot 



t 
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^ doubt that they were her uncle's 8er« 
vants, perhaps, her uncle himself, and 
if discovered, she knew har instant doom 
must be to wed M^SpauL Impressed 
with this idea, she lay still, smd when 
the horses were .within about two hun« 

' dred yards of the spot, she saw the path 

« 

suddenly illumined by a flas^ of light 
^&om the pilrt lof ibt mioiintain over her 
heed, and.pefoeived'Bht horsemea armed, 
* vtha tii#iied towards the (paiM^^she and 
f Weedy iiad attempted. At the^ same 
itime the light gradually fiuled, and Ifae 
cry- of Madg0 of Scoi«milir sebnied to 
welconie the new comers. 

. These, then; weiie }iidt : the M^Macs ! 
|)hc[y were more probably the very peek 
|de agddnst whom' Madge, the Snoover, 
had charged h^r %o warn her brother ! 
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if SO, her delay had been fatal ! tMe was 
too hte, i^d hex Alexander might be no 
more. This thought was distraction to 
Florinda. SWe knew not that any body 

■ 

could daiift hev brother's lands, and 
therefore the chaige " Warn him of the 
lawfii' right P' seemed to her without' 
aim, but she felt that the evil hour was 
at hand, if not passed, and as soon as 
the trampling of the borses iiad ceased, 
she awoke her compank>n. ** Weedy,** 
said she,. '^ the cdouda disperse, and by 
the breaking to the kit, I perceive the 
moon is aboat to rise ! let aabe gmngt 
there will now be no danger ip etottiilg 
the heath/' <* Grossing tlie muir ! an' 
wae betide me, my leddy, y^ wad nat - 
tUiaik of any gait but thatjW'go t|?<ik t^ 
M'Mac ! I wad na* answer ^* ^y 



, 'i> 
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the taking ye elsewhere. • I thought ye 
cam out just for a beautiful walk i' the 
gloaming, and a* cause of the thunder 
waS' forced to halt I ye dinnot ntean the 
muir, :leddy ! why a shof t mile or twsr 
wad I bring us back to M'Mac ! where 
I'll 'gage there is a waefu' 'stir for ye/* , 



. This §uddejQr oppositioil on the part of 

Jfer guidie^ mBS an. obstacle Florinda bad 
apt' expected, and at first, i-t much- 
alarmed ber^ In quitting her uncle's^ 
bouse^ without giving notice of her in- 
tention, i^he had: left ^that relative no 
, Other conjecture on. her absence but one, 
viz. 'that she. h^d » done- sd'.jto avoid 
\ Al-Sipayl ; and codseioas that 'if Ker in- 
' fiierviews, with a yoijt^: who had/loiig 
pOBsesded^ her he^xU w^re knoivn, her 
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uncle would suppose she had fled to him; 
she was sick with apprehension- at the 
stain her reputation would receive. The 
obvious way to avoid this was to retiirri 
to M'Mac, and account naturally for her 
absence, for which the storm would be a 
sufficient excuse; but her brother^s life 
was either menaced or had been attempt* 
ed, and M'Spaul was at her uncle^s. 
These considerations urged her to pro*, 
ceed, but she did not think Weedy to 
be trusted ; after a pause, therefore, . she 
said, " I believe, Weedy, thp fatigue l 
have undergone, or some evil inltuepcQ) 
has made me wild ! may the Virgin who 
knows my good intentions prQtfs^t lo^tv 
I am, in fact, too tirefi, tq returnj 4<>;tl^d * 
Castle, neither n»y .strimgth n<^. yowf 
assistance will do* I mu^ b^ you then 



. ■• » 
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^ go thejce wiithoQt me, tell my uncle 
how I was csogbt in H^ ^totm^ and beg 

# * 

him to kt my jpalfirey ttinie \&ce for me. 
I shall tike na harm, and -if I find my^ 
9elf aUe» I ;€aii be shorldiililg f'the w^ a 

little."; Weedy did not ^»t all i^eem to 

. > , .... 

like this proposal, he txiade twenty ob'^ 

, . ■• ■ 

jteticNia to it, each one respeeting^' Flow 
rioda herself; though, in. fact, faisf feair 
Ihat; M*Mac should resent hfis hayjiig 

• r 

wc€)iflBpanied her was the true oner he 
kni^W the chiers vindictive dispositKn!^ 
and^ ever aince the adventure of th^ 
T^mkiiidi he had fib^ awkward in his 

^ presence. At length, hfowever, he ap* 
peared to be reconeiled to this plan, and 

'• took leave of Florinda,' ^itl^'a prayer to 

. hte yiigiii to protect her. 
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. {le was iK> sooneT gooe^ than that «ii* 
happy young lady aroae« and recom^ 
oaendiog hei»elf ta the care of bea^en^ 
^tered on the vast wild of Scot-muirs 
with. BO other guide but a feeble moon 
half obscui^d by i^Jonds, and no othei 
protection but her innoG«ic6« Sh^ had 
a kn<^wiedge jof the quarter where the 
Castle of Flatburn East stood, and she 
paced the moor with great reaolution* 
Her wsilk was long and tedious, and 
when she had nearly leacfaed a few scat^ 
tered fir-trees that sei^ved to break th^ 
monotony of the seene^Vshe turned hei^ 
head'towarib the mouhbuin» and again 
pei^ceked tike figure of Madg!^^ ^ the 
SijiOOver, with her torch, and *evertl 
companions likewise with torcfaei^, wh^ 
had all the appeara&ce of beii^ ratbet 
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fiends than men, • They descended the 
mountain, and scattered, in various di- 
rections, over the heath, gay e it the ap- 
ipearance of being' p^tially illuminated* 
li^oof the lights approached Florinda, 

^nd with a rapidity that left her no hope 

.* • • _ , - 

of escaping, if she did not seek some 
place of concealment: her greatest chance 
wias to throw herself down at the foot 
of a fir-tree, as, in 'that uncertain light, 
especially, the similarity of cblobr be- 
tween the heath and the plaid would not 
bedi)ltinguishable,iand every body knows 
that; in the da^s we write of, it ,was very 
easy for any chieftain to whistle forth, 
from what seamed a b^rrea: heathi, four 
or five hundrM fighting men. Th^y 
started up of a sudden, and the vfhole 
land might easily h^ve been imagined t0 
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r 

t 

he giving up its dead. To this safeguard 
then Fiorinda trusted, and with a palpi- 
tating heart she heard two of the people 

« 
approach her. 

** Ah /" cried one, " here are the liick- 
less trees, aild this stray lamb may have 
takeji shelter under them, if she is come 
this way at all, but o' my conscience I 

v/ 

believe the Witch has nicked us, and 
sent us off for some bye-ends of her 
own/* " Very like!*' replied the others 
*' them as suckles the devils, loves 
mischief! I wish our captain had had 
other counsellors when he listened to the 
Witch Madge/ He thinks more of 
wonoen than gold ! Would he but lead 
118 to tlje Castle of M'Mac; it-8&o«ld 

t 

light all the neighbours to' b^A isomf 






1 



M%ll4:«^ As he pronounced vthe woid- 
nigh4f he was within thvee paces of 
Fibrind^, when a shvili whistle wa» 
heard, and instantly every torch was 
extinguished; the men turned ba,ck, 
evidently in sosie alarm, and Florinda, 
once m<^e at liberty, found: herself, by 
dajr-break, within the grounds that be- 
k>i^>ed to Flatl»urn Etet. 

The €aslte stood oUi a fiat, as .its * 
pame importisd, ahd was entirely . suiw. 
Founded by a deep moat^ impassable ex^ 
•<^pit ^by. the drawbridge. Elorinda\win 
so> exhausted, that she Imd hard^ 
strength to. sound the horn, and. when 
she. had done, the guard made some 
difficulty to admit her. She however 
soon made him understand who she was^ 

1 
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aad being conveyed into the ball, she' 
there found her brother just ri«M^ and * 
about to breakfast with his followers* 
He was much astonished and shocked, 
to see her ; but before he would satisfy ^ 
his curiosity, he administered a cordial 
to her, and ordered his housekeeper to 
put her to bed. This order was imrne* 
diately complied with, and as- s6ofl as 
Florinda wi^ a little recovered, she re- 
quesjbed to be -left alone with her brother. 
Takiiig him by the hand, with a look of 
gnmtaffectieD, she s^id, ^^ My dear Flat*** 
bum East, bdx»re you can ' know whe** 
ther you otight to welcome me or' not^' 
you must listen to trty. story. Fhst, 
your danger, and the* m^ own, has 
brought me here, at the; J^azafrd olf^ tny 
life. Such a night of hatloft^i I worn- 
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der I am alive: l)ut listen to ine \vitb 
patience/'. 



,": If you : would have me listen with 
patience, Flcninda, you must Ije s|i>eBdy,' l 
returned Flatburn East. *^ Whoever has. 
d^red to insult or injure my sister, shall 
feel thfe.wj^ight of my/arnl^ and bitterly 
rue ihe day! Who is the villain^ Fld- 
rinda?" " Hear me, brothec ! . M*Spaul 

bas-r-— " " M'SptiwH"; , ifl^rrupleji. 
Fla&um £ast— "what thafc/abpifii^fl^' 
that monster m . human shape, unftbte : 
and. unfit tp wiel^ a sword or draw a- 
l{Ovv ! Has he daved /to insult my sisw 
ter ?" ", Oh no ! brother, no! not to in-, 
siult me; but he has demoded nfiy; 
J^Qd, and my uncle second^ ^to itiiitl^ 



* 
• • * • ■ 






THE WITCH OF SCOT^MVIH* 39 

<^ Oh iio 1 does he ao ?" exclaimed the 
undaunted chief; ^^ then my sword$)iaIl 
teach him that Florinda M'Mac is not 
made to be the breeder of monstets to 
the clan of M'Spaul ! My. uncle shall 
retract his promise; by my soul he shall! 
or, if not, we will make bonfires of the 
M^Spauls, and rid the .world of a mpn? 



ster.'* 



f • .. 



^ Alas! brother, another danger ; one 
that concerns yourself presses I I was 
sent to warn you— has: not the. Castle 
been attaclj:ed last night ?" » 

• ■ '- . 

. . " No ; . Flatburn East is too well 

known to be lightly attacked, Florinda : 

ft 

but what do you mean ?'* Floriiid;a then 
with a f$w intettuptions, related fe. liear 
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bix>tiier t!ie appearance of the Wheh of 
Scot-Muir, and her own adventufes ; 
and bold and boasting a& was Flatbifrn 
£a8t, be turned pale at the recital. At 
length,, after a pause, he said, ^^ From 
whence the attack maj come, I know 
not ; and provided the fighters are mor- 
tal, I care not. Never yet Was Flat- 
burn ^ast driven froitn his post, and he 
Will nx>t now* Doubtless those cursed 
M^lyft^ JsKtve • some foray on foot, but 
they will not succeed here ! aU shiiH be 
Mady (09 tbem ! It'd lucky that they, 
elmnged their mind, andE Hid! Hot come 
last night. I cannot guess an attack 
fiom atDjT other quarter."' ^^ It is not 
lik^y,'" said the sister, /^ that I should 
gue$s:; bat it seems probable tbaf the 
Witck hag hei; babitatioa scmiewhere 



^ * Km 
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upon tbe hiHs close by, and I could not 
help imagibing tlmt she might be some- 
how connected with Reft Rob, ' the fa^ 
mouB rowing robber. The men I saw on 
the heath were most likely his follow* 
ers/' " By my father's sword,' thou art 
right, Florinda, and with this hint I 
think I shall' be able to correct the Til- 
Iain's pride ! but I must to council-**-teU 
me first though, whatl can do for thee ?'^ 
Fk)rinda, grateful for her brother's kind-^ 
nesd, begged him to go to her uncle, and 
urge him to end the contract with 
M^SpauK *^ I am the more anxious»^ 
said she, ^' as I know at my age it is 
more proper to be under the roof of Lady 
Isabel than shut up here with men only* 
Lady Isabel is not kind, *tis trfae 5 ->kei. 
ther can I say she is afbacdutely unkind i 
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she has, her own pursuits and-she/set* 
dom intermeddles with mine ! but I can- 
iK)t wed M'Spaul, nor can I return to 
M^Mac till I am assured I shall not be - 
pressed on the subject, '\ ,,: ,» f 

\ 

\ ^^ Who shajl dare to^ press you ?" cried 
^I^tbiim East, ^nd string up he retired 
hastily, called his domtestids,' gave orders 
fbt 3Uminoning his followers^ then, ac» 
companied by .two well armed, men he 
set out to his uncle's. From the part 
tb^^ Madge had acted, he expected to 
See her cfoss his path, but he was mis- 
taken, and he arrived at M* Mac's with^ 
QUt any occurrence worth notice* 






.: l^latburn East was on^.^of Hio^e im* 
jpfti^aus young . meni who act from th^ 
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spur of the moment, and when once an 
idea found entrance to his brain, it was 
almost an impossibility to remove it: 
it took full possession of the almost 
empty tenement, and barred the en-» 
trance to any other intruder. Convinced 
that his unde had sold bis sister to 
M^SpauI, he stalked into the hall where 

the two lairds were sitting, ' and throw- 
ii^ -himself on a seat knit bis brows, and 
fixed his fierce eyes on the laird of M* 
Spaul. That chief eyed him too, but 
it^ was with a countenance . mther exr 
pressi ve of disdain than of anger, and 
M'lVEac himself sat for some minutes a 
silent ^spectator of a scene that thi^s^t-f 
ened tQ tefminate in anarchy and bjoodr 
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CHAP; IV. : 


• 
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A Red.DmarfJv»l' 


J m 


^: Of IwO, Muliearn'd^ 


» 


Huqffierbif 




• 

Taunjg Flat is spum*S* 


:.r. : 



tFfiit kifd of M'S^fil vm& liii6a% 
descended from a ieetelmtted heiOr ikik 
dftte of trhMo aekieyeHMiits im li«v« 
ncrtlieeii able to; asc^itaiii;^ Tra<lkid^i 
faowevep, xelated Ittany ex^tidi^dlfifaa^ 
tiufigft (^ the stftifui^e, 0tMngth> smd eotii^ 
rage of ^hud^ nay, lie was^ do* k^j^ie^iiioas 

a 

in combfltt itb«E 6e frotn tlieAte^ liad hii 
nia&e Tbikr^tigiiiifjitig, a blast, )o¥«toni&i 
.He was killed in ao encounter witb two 
ffiimous Norwegian Giants, leaving aa 
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only son; vriiase fmwen and utreagA 
were not inferior to his father's, but 
whose principal force lay in his shoulders. 
H^adtDg an expeditum ^into Nartbttm- 
berland his &llowess weie besieging a 
caartle belotigiDg to 6n EnglnAi bntm, 
hut .were nraob annqj^d by the arrows 
and misijiles cast !n>m behind a strong 
xraU on one wing iof the :ca8tlQ. Rage, 
'and exttetne peril of bis men lent him « 
strength, and settmg fais enormous shoul* 
^«^ i^inst a part of the wall ha tbonght 
less strong than the rest, he gave it so 
temble a shake that aibpsaoh-wasmadei, 
Ills men entered, put «n^ii^ jwomen and 
cbildten to the sword, and' earned off 
a considerable booty to their own coun-* 
'ttyw Prom this time be had <tlife »a<n^ 
of %iirfor moulder md his <4arscm8 



* .-•' ' 
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were called M^Spaul or sons of the 
shoulder. 



Some^ learn^ antiquad^s have asserted 
jthat they should be caS^^ sons of the 
soldier, as being more sigxiificant, but I 

m 

mm not inclined to agrcewith them, and 
I myself tlu nk sbns o£ the shoulder more 



classical, more strikifig, more truly^ 
crublime. For s^vera^^lfwierations, the 
-M^SpauIs continued ;^. intermarry with 
,cach oithei^, nay they vi^re so very; tiwa* 
friQusin this resptect, that they became 
^foverbin), , aiid to lo^^e One's cousins 
like a M^Spaul, wa^ heatd from one. eh4 
of the. H ighliands to th^ other. Whether 
it wasiffom want of a cross, from frights, ^ 
.from tke fevil eye '^ of glainotourt ot from 
some. Other oailtse, w6 know not,' but th^ 



^ 
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teanches of the family fell off by de- 
grees, the breed degenerated in those 
who continued to have Issue, and at the 
time we aire speakings ofy Thud James 
'M^Spaul ^ was the sole male . M^Spaul,' 
and in him centred the eitensivrelord^ 
sfhips of the greater part of the family. 
• His countenance and Yfis figure were 

^«qually remarkable; His face wan long 
and much wider across the jaws than the 
forehead : his eyes were small and deep 
set, one was brown the othdr blue:: 
from^ the exoeedirig- projection of • his 
lower jaw, he appeared to have, no upp^ 
teeth^ and thosis below stood as if they 
were guards to his Hps, watching on di& 
ferent sides, . His nose was long and 
hooked, and pllkced so ooduch .^ry <m 
his face that it lay almost flat to hi? 



■ '-J 



48 J^BtV JU>B.; ORt 

. left cheeky while hia tight looked i>n th6 
stretch to foUonir it, : His h^iv^ eye* 
Ij^oi^s^ mu9toohio9 an4 be«v4 were of 

he fiiftHedy^hAch was bvlt raGely, it always 
-^petat fd psi be in fictim* 

Nor wa9 hiUJI^erBoa less ieniarkid)Ie. 
He' was in dieight ndt quite four feetf 
hh ueA ^hort;; /ius hodj uiqproportioBaf 
d^ly long.; aBil;legsiie irtemlly. had not ; 
diis ; feet !gcew ibenealih the kneev)oinl: ; 

- « 

aiid this (Qonforma^on sendered it inv- 
'fK]pqBAdefi9r{faim;t6waik; . Hisacqis were 
vahout ficMir lonhes loog, .and his long^ 
Qhgeis Bpra^ing at iheit •eKtiemitieSt 
tgave; them ;nitheir the isqipeacaiibe of fine 

i1^)il)iof any^lMimn 'li»b«: 

- • ♦ . ' ^ .' • .» • • ' I 
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... • * • 

These personal defects, ' however, he 
contrived to conceal by his dress, a long . 
Velvet cloak, richly embroidered with 
gold, and fastened in front* by diamond 
clasps, and at his ineals he always had a 
squire who fed him, and placed him on 

r 

the seat to which he chose to move. 

. ^ ■ ^$v 

* Cut off by nature from the common 
enjoyments of mien, hunting, and war ; 

he had recourse to literature, and under 
the guidance of a Iteamed churchman, he 
became an excellent classical scholar. 
He had a taste for travelling, ' and during 
an absence of fotir years, he hkd visited 
Italy, France, and the capital of Ger* 
many, and conversed with many bf the 
remarkable nden of his day; Otili^W 
turn to Scotland, he became ae»wi)le erf 
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^*? J|l|p;i fcvtiii vaii^l ijgiis^n:^ jrft^e:^l49r 

Iffiifi, tfQ^ipjf, i^y^^ mn^ miff% 9n4 

had ne^m %p4g4;^ijj.c}wB ^^y? «:«IH 
Sion. 



^q\^ p^Jf Vj^prly t^ie. d^if^ tfti «it{li|)$ 
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iidDOttmhle hlood^' $md' of such perfect 
sooadness of caiistitatioii) iiad symmedy 
of person, te might coui^eract tl|p* hik» 
fortunate fiStBaatioa* of lii$ own. Oft 
iadkingfoand, Fkiiinda best pleased him 
in ati tbkse. respeetsy «nil a(9 her feiind, on 
knqaiiy, that no laicd-* was yet destined 
Jbr her husband^ be appKed to b^ vrncle 
£01? permiasion ta iaak« hiuaself accept* 
cAAe to her. Tlrasy wifth- the prodpecit of 
'a niagnifintnt prcivrisioir^ WW eaisily gt2ihU 
ed, attdM^MacbiriMgtf ufg^ f(6e ifistaiSft 
odnUaliba' of the noptA^tlv ^ It we«i aefti 
honreviery M'Spaut^a: dnt€titi6il to j^red^ 
fMiiate iaattiftiis ; hi^ wiislteid to-haVe' time' 
to conquer that aversion he kne# Fk>i* 
rinda would at first feel towards him, and 
tofiwia her % de^free^/ M reyeit^ his 
Ussoi: He had a mind ti^dP stcM^dC wiirlir 
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ancient lore, andcould, if he chose^ be 
very amusing and agreeable; and he very 
wiselji considered, that when Florinda 
had got ISO well accustomed to his face, 
as to behold it . without disgust, she 
would listen with pleasure to his con- 
versation, value the affection of a maa 
whose soul was. dedicated to promote 
her happiness, and certainly receive the^ 
ili^gnificent priasenlB he intended to make 
her most graciously. Like most other 
men he had no doubt of success if the 
fiejd was left open to him, and he knew 
the weight that flattery, fine . tender! 
speeches, and rich presents had whh the 
fair se?:. . -. 



4 . 



. 'Ktiowing so well his .own defects,- he: 
va^ by no means surprised to hearthiA' 
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Florinda had endeavoured to avoid him, 
and M^Mac was half offended at his 
composure OH' the -occasion. The ^ two 
chieftains *?were sitting in rather an un- 
pleasant mood when 'Flatburn East en- 

« 

tei>ed ; they had^ exhausted the subject^ 
as^ M*Spaul finding - M*Mac very vio- 
lent against Florinda, and Vety anxious 
to sacrifice her immediately to him, , 
maintained a dignified silence, wisely 
'consideriifig that his reasonings would be 
thrown away on so violent a^man, and 
that it was better not to explain his 
motives, lest the cunning inherent in the 
^M^Macs as well as the M^Slys should 
seek to counteract him, and overtlEow ' 
that structure of felicity of which he wn* 
now anxious to lay the foundation. 'We 
left the three illustrious chieftains M*' 
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Mae, M'Spairi, and Fiatburn £a6t, ii» 
0i;ie of those m^naciog positioiis that 
mak^ the reader^s hearti as it were^ lea^ 
to hU moatb, (or, in the Sc0tti9h dUkct^ 
80 much more agreeable wd hernial 
thaja Englif b, ^re good ciassiqal Eflg^- 
liah! Joup/J and raises *& JLateiat hope 
and expectation of-40fte of those tre- 
ig^ieiKlous combats and rencontres 4hat 
'form the very spill and basis of hisitonaa 
of the olden time: ii^he^i^ or : inot our 
leader's ejcpectatibn may be satisfied ma^ 
probably be iiean in the couipe.of a ps^ 
orlwo. ' C ' : 

. Daring, at least tw^ whole minutes 
Fiatburn East continued tp look furious-' 
ly at M*^paul, whose disdaiipiifMl lip lost 
nofliiflg of its curl, sad: M'M^fe appeal^ 



u 
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I 

as if h6 bad !hot yet deteitnifited what 
dours6 to pt!iri»\i^ ; et fast he addlTessed 
Flatbum £a»t iii 9, sbrl Cf tronbled voice, 
and a^^kM if hie tironght neW^ of Flo^- 
rifida. 



.1 



" taith i tlty, uhiie ! and thatik^ tb thiii 
B«tte ]«iit^*8 ^'ci{^itAtidA itnd yotir pa- 
t6inai bair^, H*h 'well it*s n!Ol her death 
I brtwg Aftwft of . ' ^e*Wh6w vrith toe! 

r 

ftttd by G--Jd *d long afe I'Ve a roofb 
iiheh^r h«)', «tl- b i»#ofd h) d^efid her; ilb^' .. 
sl>all Udt be ihbtl^ miserable by any tboh- 
strous match ! let who will lose by it P* 






«Kephew" Said M»Mafc, (\ifitli diP- 
ficulty sttppredsing^ the anger ftis litet 
in&inuatlOn mide boil in his br<te4t} ** ne^ 
pheW ! . your iare . too impetuous I you 
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quite mistake the matter, aiot} #ie foolisli 
fears of a siq^ple girl have deceived ypii, I 
can asisujreyou ." — ** 'Tis well, M^Mac, that 
you are jny uncle/^ said Flatburn J£ast» 
** or by the blood of the renowned ^M^ci» 
the founder e^ our ^raee, L would never 
rest till my sister*— but no-^you ;have 
shewn how groundless her fears were, 
^hen though she selit for succour, you 
let l^er rem^ sib;t^9xl in > stQrn^ doubt- 
less raised by the i^ifernal ft4herents of 
wfi M^SIys, to^the attacks of nigbrtfiepdS' 
and robbers ! ;was this well done, ^iq$le B** 



*: 



m 

" By the honour of our house I am 
a s^ti^nger to what^ you «iy, nephew,'*, 
answered M^Mac, still reining' ie:;hi9ti 
^age^ " no message ever came, here from 
Florind^, and as I was told by; Lady. 
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Isabel, that she had ridden over to Flat- 
bum East, I took it for granted that she 
was . properly attended, and that we 
should see you this morning to form ar* 
rangementa with M*Spaul, who offers 
as if she wefe a JPrincess \ indeed our 
femily is as ancient, and as honourable as 
any Royal House in the world, no di»» 
pars^ment to the M^Sp^iuls \ which caa 
truly boast of deathVesa deeds as well as 
ourselves/* Before. Flatburn East could 
answer His uncle, the laird of M^SpauI/ 
gently inclining his heiad in return ft^ 
the compliment, said in a not unpleasin^ 
voice, though somewhat too deep for his 
bulk and a little .cracked, (this might ilt 
part proceed from bis agitation) ^^ lam 
perfectly sensible, gentlemen, that any 
offers I could make, princely >;4Bts iriy fo^ 

Dl5 
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toikeia>M^ould.fairffiir abort of the merit* 
^f thc^ divine Flortnda ; I h«ve before peii 
lectly explaiiied. my wishes to you, M* 
Mac, and I take this opportunity of f$« 
peatingtbem to Flatburn Eaat. They 

are ohly to be allowed to woo the lady \ 
if I dan succeed in gaining her esteem^ 
lam her*9, if not^'she, shall beat liberty 
io reject me. I will be bound, a|fae shall 
be free/' '' So she shall T cried the hro<* 
tlier» *^ and if you could s^e yourself^ 
Valiant Chieftain, you would lil^ab f^ 
more of this wild project. By htewren I 
w0uld sooner see '. Florinda in tbe amis 
cif Beft Robr«*he is a man and a bero^-^ 
than tied to a Red Qw4rf.'^ Botbthe 
irhieftains started, and: changed jeqIoiit. afc 
|his speech — but neitbei(.o£ tfaemspoke^ 
'SmA Cktbuni East went oil. .^^ M'Spaul^ 
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lake tiiy ftdvitie, ceade to seek my sister 
fejr .a wife— she will neVerf be si M^ Bp^nll - 
6^ Vet-Hind while l^tich a preposterous 
tA^^ is afloat she shall stay ildder my"" 
ptoteritloli/* So saying he darted through 

the dooTj md mounting his horse gaU 
loped batk towards Flatburn East* 
When he reported to Florihda What had 

*pa^t, and aiddcd his owtl deteniii nation » 
that she should remalti With him in 
s|)ite df b6th uncle aiid M'SpauI, h6 
Was eicefeding'ly mortified ' to find, that 
she seemed much dissatisfied With thS 
arrangement ; she gave no answer to 
his repeated assurance^ of protection, but 
l)urst into tears. Flatburn East, however, 
was not a man likely to grieve much 
about what he called the whi0X£( "^ * 
baby, he remembered the prophetic 
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^i¥arning, and busied himself during the 
rest of the day in completing sach pre^ 
parations as might enable him either to. 
withstand an assault or a siege. Flo* 
rinda grew every hour more unea^f 
which he attributed to her fears,, and 
the day passed over in that fearfully 
painful manner that leaves the heart 
sicl^ and the limbs aching. Floriqd^ re* 
t3re(J early to her'room, the walch was 
sel:, and the chieftain, throwing him^ 

self down in J|is clothes, was soon ill 9, 

^ ■ ■' " 

sognd sleep. 
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CHAP. V. 

The laverU timg — • . 

They fly to arm$-^ 

• * ^ 

TV fitdd chattering Nurse 

I** " 

Breeds vain alarms* 

' *. . . ' ..'..• • 

Tn the castle of Ffatbui^ East lired 

£lspa, -wVib had nursed' tbey6«ng chief- 
tain and his sister, aikl >Vho Io?ed them 
quite as well as her own sdn Bauldy, if 
not better. For the truth, according to the 
best authorities, iS) that so 'little force 
has what is called natural aflPection, and' 
so much that oflalrds and laird's bipod jn 
a Scotch bosom, thar n>ne times -out"^ 
ten, the quality of the nurseling cames 
iway the palm irom €t -^c^san's owia 



. «* 
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babe. And this, as it should do, tiims 

all to the advantage of .the nurse, whqt ^ 

fjeasured and valued accordingly. Elspa 

had observed the exceeding melancholy of 

Florinda, and from the two men who hbd 

accompanied Flatburo East, (whom in 

general for shortness she calledt her Flat), 

' ■ .' * 

that it was intended to bestow her dear 

Miss Flcsy on the J^d Dwarf l; &ihft. 

fought this quite reason enough for tln^ 

young lad/s m9liu;w>bi9ly9 : aii^i with a 
Ifuly affectionate e^nupftis^alfioBi she to^ 

46avow6d to oomfcft b«!?. Sh^ came: tor 

». 

Flpripd^'s iofiartmept, bnd turAing xm^ 
the girl who was appqiiit^d to atte^ on. 

s 

1^1 sh€ b^gdn^ tlws, While abe dssiste^i 






«' Wtfe'saae* my tweet ^iouog: H^J? b 
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wmI may tlie big drop* roll down you* 
bonny cheeks! for to think I sbouU 
^ver nurse sich a beauty fo be the meat 
oi a foul monster of a Red Dwarf, as ia 
eneugh to flay the very Uf« ooC of a 
bride, the soon she see him f but I wad 
na say aye tall him, my sweet babe» I 
wad'na ! sooner wad 1 gang and iiwear my« . 

sell to pray night and day in a eoftveait f 
and that wad be a thoosand pities see- 

m 

ing as boo yeM be the prattiei»t mitheif 
as ever suckled a babby* . Wa^'s my 
heart, dinna fret so, tny sweet bairn ! it'b 

* ♦ • 

not so bad, neither, as if your true lore 
was a gieii to atiitherl for then well 

« 

mought ye wail ah weep, an be well 
nigh oot o' yoursel for dole.*' '^ Elspa,'* 
cried Florinda, seizing both her hands^^ 
** I am as unhappy aJH-*ad*-*^l crah be— 
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I do loire another, aud :<tbeagei .oiy; 



» > 



" Wae is me, niy Mirnr and wha is it Pf. 
cried t^oldn^rs^^ ' :: : • ; 

, ." I— I capnot t^n yoij!*^ said the 
young lady, ^^ but this I know, that he 
will be in the greatest danger tOi-morrow 
morning, if, unapprised of my change of 
fbode,hp should venture to remain at 
.M'Mae. To go to him myself, Elspfir 
J3 impossible I alas! it ;is grievous ta 
thin^k it so! but you,. dearest £lspa-^ 
you. could venture ! your son will either 
pccompany you or*' — " Holy Mither," 
exclaimed ^Elspa, ^^ 'and. hoo suld X 

venture, across that heath ! wi the^itch. 

. «• I,* .•• •• 

9' Scot-muir o' yan ha^, and the M.'Sly^i 
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adVahciiig o' t' totfaerl besides it's a 
lang gate, and I feel the cauld afore sun 
rise !" « Well then," said Florinda, after 
a pause, " will Bauldy go I" " Oh ! the 
bairn is upo' th* watch an'noo, an he*ll 
e'en just gang wbersae'er his young leddy 
desires/' ^^ If sx), bring him to me as 
soon as his watch is o'er/' said Florinda« 
" That I wilJ, and Vll stay wi ye, my 
bairn, just to hear what fashion man he 
may be, has a dazzled your e'en ! Oh ! 
I hope he's o' gentle blude, wi twa blue 
e'en 'an bonny sandy lacks I dootless 
he can do all the knightly feats, an kens 
hoo to win the prize, even when kings 
jaust again him. Nay, but ye sough) my 
bairn, and the saighs o' love ev^ blow 
up the flame the brighter. - Ah J I mind 
me weel the clatter my . puir gude man 



^;V « ■ * ^ • ^ — 9 m mM -^m^^fgr .J ■ ■ ' ' .( "^^ ^ '-^--■■■i^r^wi^ii^pw^ 
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kept; (God reit bin feiCHil !) he Mmafarisli 
wooei:, an I fieve!r kni^w tiie daft ph^- 
0' $ayidg nay, vt^hen jny h^art said aye.^ 
In. thiis mariner did Eli^plei run on for 
ibme timje^ olihost utifavedied by f^ortnday 
whtn in a pactDe 6f the chat a isidund eti 
<^ some : one singing, fea^lr^d liti^ i^^^ ' 
Sh^ istarted from the bed Wher^ sil^^lmd 
thrown herself) ttiA opening the d^e^ 
mbat heard a well kht^wn voice i^g4hl^ 
followSng words iii a Hn^ d(^p melldw 
tone. ' . . 

/■ 

SONG. 

Unknown^ unfriended^ and alone, 
'Midst pathless wilds ( make Qiy moan t 
An f aid me love ! thy sighmgs near 
lihall brfeathe thy Wishes *6ft het ^hu 

Tell her^ ere morning light I come^ ^ 
I'd teath ker will^ to learn my doom I 
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fietreal het «re fiht ybi taiear^ 
To hear 1^ sonrows of my breatt. 

Oh ! iMd tby bark tod waft me o*er. 
Oh ! land me on the witb'd-for afaore I 
Unbar her gates, and place me where 
J may poar forth my amorous care ! 

«< It IB himself, Efopa! It is himself!'' 
cried Florinda, '^ Aks ! why does Jus 

^OBie here ? how did he leaiti. ? what 
shall 1 do ? he will be taken or perfaapis 
killed by the gUaid^^run to Bauldy^th^ 
castlp is asleep 1 hin to Baiildy-^teli jiitil 
— Oh I if 1 could but Bee him/' 5*1 
cfin't bat;thitik his <H>ming to-night right 
fashotts, my:baini,*'returQed£lspa« with 
moat proYoking coolne$s» ^* an, if ye 
wad e'en send mB to speak' BanJdy, ye 
Qiaua lend me the laoqi-^'tiB Just ^ 
bJinkan! the nmtV the pil^.ft>rt»il 
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na the dark hoor'when atild Madge has 
a' her cantraips, an if I sould light on 
a fiend, o' her breeding 1 . 4ie blessed 
Virgin preserve me!" .: . 

Florinda had hy this time placed the 
lamp in the window, aae signal to her 
lover, that she ,had heard hini : sbe 
raised the wick, and giving it to Elspa,- 
dismissed hen la about a; minute; 
£lspa relurned^-vand asked wfa^t she was 
to say to Bauldy* " HeVclappe<l bigre 
at the north gate^ just under this win^-*^ 
ddre, an tbiepuiir bairn iilf be all 1bum^ 
b9f ed, if an he hear a man is sae near^~ 
nay, it all be a bodeword right awsome^' 
an hell na ken what to. do/' *« What 
to do!, only not to take any notice^ 
£l&pa» but, if possible', to contrive thiat 1 



THE WITCH OF SCOT-UITIH. %!. 

may speak to the stranger under the 
wipdow! tliat is all I now wish for! 
Oh make . haste, dearest Elspa ! a mo- 
ment's delay may.be fatal!" " Well, 
so I will,*' said Elspa, and> again she 
turned her face to the door, and began to 
descend the narrow .staircase with no 
small trepidation. In the meanwhile 

Florinda returned to the window, to lis-, 
ten whetherr hei; lover again addressed 
any thing to her ; and in a few moni'entsr 
a jplunge into the moat told her that he 
was attempting to swim ^ over. To' hep 
anxious apprehensive love, it seemed 
impossible that he should ever reach the 
bank alive, and she listened in breathless' 
fear, till at last /she thought ihati'd'eietk' 
tJ^reugh the darkness she. jcouldidfocoi^^t- 
a figure approaching : at . last it ^stbod 
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lieDeatllL the window, and caUed hef hy 

k^ nnm^ '^ Oh| Oscar t what a mk 

yon ran! whj did you come ?'^ i!«y lied 

Plorinda. ^ To ease your. miod^ deM^ 

]&<ild» fiKmii that athxaeiy I knew your 

condfflci^adiag goodness. 'viBoukI feel fbt 

the l^rlorii Osesx* Ami I to believe 

thfd ytm caa wedthe^ maii chosen fol| r 

ytit byAJ^Mac ? . Am 1 to despair of \ 

iftifM; |)8(mil90 01^ ciwdEi piesdhiptiow aokft 

yo^rgoodmetebftiime hopedbtK^ Flo^ 

mn^. 'W9& abCnit to . cej^ly^^ whon Ijie 

Cattle sud$k»ly nesound^ with dreadpr 

&'t. sbriebs ; .1^ belli ftuig immediately? 

^ter; tte-mbabitants flfewito airnoffi^attdl 

« 

aU ^as faustla and< eooifiaBion, MomirW 
^fkntok; iBloctnidii^ fiintiid, aiidi when B\m 
recoveittd; hefreBGHdleetion^ ibundt bu^efi^ 
oa Jier : bc^ with Elqpa: hmpiitiiig^ Qvep 



ber. <j Is he 'safe ^^ said she, as soon as 
9hs couldr speak, *' Aye, blessed be th« 
9aiota, he is, trufy !" re}riied Elspa. 
^ TWnk God J" said FJorinda. « Aye, 
truly, w«!lla' mackle *o be tba^kfif 
for !" aaki Eispa-j « fer the Laird made a 
MiMjfe^e Mrapa^e, and had a like ta'ert 
¥14 bless6d lifew : Whafr, did Flatburn 
^t see hpB theti h ■ Is he here ?' crierf 
^lorinda, ia'mii«h- alarm. « For sure; 
B^y ba&*[, whe»e soud a be?" saidElspa : 
•* ,aa to Ibink I had a iokhng o'the iff 
w.raBe oo»ii|g.J*-ibat lie still, my sVeet 
haim: why^ ye dbddfet and' shake ." tb^ 
merejfo', ye'll suirely^give up the ghaist t 
beq«iit, aod rsejust teW ye hoo it a" 
be&hr' **:I)oso. Ohh'niake'hastfe,^ 
*ttdi EioiMa. «1fhy:s6 T '^ifl, ye^rf 
se«^ mv hafe», maiiinre tWe ^dfjblesli^w: 
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down yonder! Me^cifti'! a body wad 
think the M'Sly was upoh us t Well, 
my sweet baii:p, tb^re I was^alLirie^ 
4cause o' the Witch, an I went didling 
along) jpst as wad the Red Dwarf his-*' 
sell, gif ' he had the.gift o'wawfcing!" 
Here Florinda groaned, ^Bd Elspa guess- 
ing why, went pn with her story. " Vd/ 
a just steppit doou th* ]ast step but twa^ 
for I kep it a reekpning, whea a inl^ 
o' Mother warld, dootless sent by Madge 
o'Scpt^muir, came fizzing an flaffing 
eight forgaiMt me, and diBged doon the 
light, an I skr^ekeji and cam doon wi^ 
a bang an a. sore sinking,, thinking for 
^artain it war Madge, or Sat^n . hisseU, ^ 
at had a stricken me/' . Here^ Floriodat 
made a sign expr^sive of in^atience,^ 

4 y, 

weeping bitterly; and P$pai thittkh^p. 
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she was oommiserating her mialbrtune, 
Vent on. " Ah \ my sweet bahm, an* 
B sore bump la' getten ; but nae matter 
o'that/* " Oh no ! prdy go on ! tell 
tae about Ww/" said Florinda. " Weel 
weel, hide a wee, : bide a wee f an I salt 
come to bijoi a' i' gude time ! The Laird 
hissell bam, an a ranting roar he did 
mak ; and when be seed it was his awft 
£bpa, he had nigh gane greeting \ bxx^ 
he bid the lads shid tak me to the guard 
room ; an* there, my bairn, what a sight 
did I see l 1 see th^ dear lad a liggih as 
if fae war dede, and mair nor ane bans 
sword a flashen awr un !'* *^ Oh, be** 
Yens I is &e wounded then? Ob tell 
me^uicker, Elspa!'' ^^ Nae^ na% bmni* 
ye nranna haste me. I thout at firsts ^ 
sartain, he was nae mair for this warld I 
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buifc at. JapU ^emmy Gibbie, vae befe* 
lit0 f^U^ heady ^^ prifcket his^baoldtey wi* 
bj$ difk, tftHa' ga? a loi^p, to' fla^g Jai^ 
jiacklase e'en to me .ward« an' hfs tMiid^ 

4 

. . . f: ' - , , 

itherr' cxHftimed Fldrie^a^ ^* trlmt then 
is; it Bauldy yi>Q ace1ii{>eftkiog.off?'' 
« Ayi4, lor sart^in isrjt^. my bftiru 1 uijf^ 
ifirfaE wad^afae hae. it to be ?'^ 
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. To tUts^FbimiOa: gi«re Il0:iajiit9riwr» bvA 

risTBg imm. hex b£d/ e^ t<y>^:iie| pjbMi 

, .and jdi6og][i!hanUy>>ialde^t£> sltMil; ^t:b* 

.jactoed : to < h'dye ; fcmgott^o' t||e ^tmog^ 
: Vnice, And tbe reaadMk FloriiMb iiad to Jbe 
,uiiea«5y, .stiwigly o^Jwfal |!bi#^< idling 
'ita^r^ Titejr tmlj^i that oil •Mow iraisi b«f - 
?tfte and c0n£iiteiQO ; ami tliat the. iMvid 
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' ud meeting the pt^oale wkQ cfMDppde^ 
the lijt^le garriPQn^ F|oniida» lymr^y^, 
li¥«8 4e^ tQ entve^^ aqd fewoQ» ciyiog, 
A^ph! iirh€3{e iji l>e r wli»t hw^ become 

i iff fimy*: ^wdf r^^fmgtothp window, 

fbe thru»t out bf r bfad, Iwpi^g• as the 
/ moroicif w^ now nigb l^eikkiiig, ^t 
^ might catcb « gU^ipM of Oscar» if 
]^ yet lp^j^Te4 about t)^ {4ace. Si^^e 
ipff; tlwfi pccupicd i^ben her .brotjbBr en* 

•IW W Wk WVl Wbal: 9b«^9ff|^«r jRlOt- 

MU^or mj p<pwnd:? If- ,:^ifu. -^I iWl 
tW» way, yiwVl 'tw ^ gratia. ^<>wa?4 M 
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Ekpa here, who drofyped ddi^h with 
ifright at hearing B^uldy moVe/' " Ah ! 
•Lord blesAye*/' cried Elspa, " ye keA 
not what itiioved, it n^ar a imp o' Madge 
o* Scot-miilr, at; flaffediDy* light; aAtfldde 

V. 

the skirn! an a would- a' made ye'dkirit 
too, Loid Ijlbfw/ ye, my Flat !" " It 
Served you right, forbeing up so late,** 
answered Flatburn ifeast. " I can^t 
guess why you should be going to the 
guard-room, and giving an alarm, as if 

;tte M*Spy was upon us! Nayi I do 
believe somebody has been approadhing 
a l£ttle too near! he has escaped' this 

' time, but the next he shall know what a 
strong tow Flatburn East has fin all the 
Spy clan/* "Ah ! an hoo can ye speak sic 
hayd words o* a puir young ladi may be ' 
no more nor a' nigh ted wayfiBirer!*^ ati« 
•^w«red Eispa* 



f * 

THE WITCH OF SCOT-MUIE. 77 

e .This terrified Florinda as much as it 
alarmed Flatburn East, who, though not 
▼ery clear headed or quick of apprehen* 
siQ^, was like mtst.of the Macs rery 
Auspicious^ cunning supplying the want 
of re$eoning powers^ and he b^fan to 
fancy: that Elspa wa^ some how im- 
pU^at^d .in ;the affair of the atraiigert 
whp: hfid it aeemed been, heard by 
^aol^y^ wh^n hi& plunged mto tl^^ moajt 
;Hi8; suspiciofi was breaking out, when 
•he saw Floriiuja making a sign to Elspft 
DOt tospeak, by laying her finger on her 
l^ps: :^is ^|: once told him t)iat Flc^lndfi 
was at leasf iiiformed, tkvt^tme^Xig her 
Jbastily by the shoulder, he demanded i» 
p. violent maimer, who the pc^isQn in^ 
• that • had ^proached tbfe «astl^ '^W 
if^m t9 ^is f epf^t^ denwtui^ <^^ ^^ 
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HfAy \mt lief tear^^ h^ y^#«d ibsit he 
iK^tild .ti6t have hiir stt^y eftdabgereA 
hf iflMlfiigbt. 'adtesmlM, Idtid tbit thft 
IttOili^iiit it Wtt light h^ W6tld barrjr he^ 
llftck ID M<V<i^6raBd i^he 'might d«^Ad 
ft^rself ^6 'lAi^^oljld £^6m her liticle atid 

ipfoiliidii w^ptf intt^ftted)^ and v^i^dnhift 

4li6re was U-MMMm idb(-6«ar t><>^ - i^at ta 
order ti» rid' his lAHidtfiX it, he iifaMia 
^eiE^lrteh £ddpk •fttottg with het Mi»eiw 
^le ft6 dii» hiidty vMoke made t^Ririiidft^ 
•she had- no dwrMtitw, for 6v^ -if* shs 
had own«d all «he knei^, her favot^r 
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• would Still liaVe sent lier back, she 
therefore submitted in silence9 and had 
much ado to recoMile £lspa to going 
with her> as that good woman consi* 
dered^ herself eternally dishonoured by 
what she termed the misltsAims malice 
of Madge of Seo^muir.w Submit how** 
ev&t she must, and in the midst of "team 
and laments numberlesif, and very hx>v« 
ing, she prepared to do so» Flatbum 
East had hardly left his sister and Ekpa 
half an hour, when . w)tJi the dawn of 
the morning arrived Auld Weedy, who 
begged a horn of ale for* the love of St« 
Andrew, but declined remaining in the 
castle, he being going further, he s*td, 
to discharge a vow he had made. JJe 
sat down with Bauldy, and froni him 
learned the night's adveti^tures and the 
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temoval that Mnas> about to take place; 
jja ratura Jie reported Ahat a party of; the 

. M'Slys had been . out on a foray, ^ and 
that it had.been determined to attack 
M' Mac on the. foregoing night, and Flat- 
burn £a3t on that jiist .'concluding ; but 
that Jamies . M^Sly^ -commonly called 
Yake Isles, from the name of his place» 
bad had a . sudden attack made on hia 
Ciastle. by Reft. Rob and his foUoiveers, 
and thit the exertions necessary to repel 
these banditti, and to. repair /*lhe damage 
they I^ad done, had obliged the clan to 
defer thpir menaced attack , for the pre^ 
sent. Several of the M'Slys were killed 

' in the cbmbat, and iso dextrous w^s the^ 
great .chieftain Reft Rob, that he had 
withdrawn iiis meb, carrying off a con« 
siderable booty without the M*Slys he^ 
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ing able to follow him, or even to deter- 
mine on which side he had taken refine. 
Weedy wished to have seen Florinda ; 
but this Flatburn East n^ould not :per<* 
mit, and he very' soon left the castle, 
beingi as he said« pressed for time. The 
news he had brought, however, served to 
soften in some measure the valorous 
Flatburii East, who recollecting M^Spaul, 
and how disgraceful it would be for his 
sister ta be the mother of Red Dwarfs, 
consented that she should remain with 
him till he had made his uncle alter 
his determination ; and he resolved to 
go once more to M^Mac, in order to 
bring him to terms ; at the same time 
he told her he suspected all was not 
right, and that rather than see her dts* 
grace herself by an inferior match, hfc 

e5 
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'Wl>dld binneif fe hear exeitUttaner* Poor 
'Fferiodattid o<>t fed all the goatitude 
sbe oiight for so fibtofnil d ^#clahitioA ; 
bqt fifae felt hap|iy that there wmk stsme 
MtpitCy ^iid that her brother vfaad ncM: ca- 
lirely foigoIMn ber w|eiMls. 
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CHAP. VI. 

• I • 4 

Deep, of tJkotfgkt — 
The Snoover^s yeUs^r* 
Uie lady caught. - 

^^HiLE tril rtiis was passing at Flat- 
bum E^st, the inhabitants of the M*Mac 

were not Idle; the chieftain consulted 

\eith his lady what steps to take, and 

both together so overpersuaded the fted 

Dwarf, that he relinquished his own 

better judgnient, and consented, if the 

* # 

young lady could at all be brought '<6 
ifiigree t6 it, to have the marriage' e*tt'- 
eluded immediately. He. left it to the 
Tionourable M^Mac and hia l^y to pmv 
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sue what steps they thought proper, and 
ordering his litter, retired to Jiis own 
castle, to give orders and to select the 
presents he intended to offer on the joy- 
ful occasion. His Joy, however, was at 
intervals clouded by the fear of a dis-^ 
appointment; but, upon the whole, he 
bore his journey exceedingly well, and 
his attendant reported that he never be^ 
fore had found him so difficult to please 
-in the trimming of his beard as he was 
the following day. But this by-the* 
bye, 

» * * * 

The greater part of the day was spent 
by M^Mac and his lady in consultation, 
and at last it was determined that the 
I^ady Isabel herself should go to Flat- 
burn Easti in order to persuade. Fiodnda 

ft « 
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to return, and she was empowered to 

'hold forth any deception she thought 

most advisable, M^j^fac observing very 

justly, that conversation was but one 

, stratagem of war. 

The Lady Isabel had never, since the 
young chieftain came of age, condescend* 
ed to visit Flatburn East, and her in- 
tention to do so on this occasion^ caused 
some surprise : her palfrey however was 
prepared, and her squire Domine Go** 
liath, as he was called, prepared to attend 
her. .' 

1 I - 

• 4 ' ^ 

This man was a singular compound 
of book learning and natun^l stupidity. 
If fame spoke truly of him j he, could 
Tead the Lord's prayer backward ! a woa^ 



65 Rfirr B^B ; OR, 

derful art! and he was s^d b^ practise 

it pretty often ■; yet with afl this know^ 

ledge he Idoked very like a fool, afid had 

so short a memory, that having on one 

occasion lost the forefinger of his right 

hand, and sleeping pretty soundly dur- 

■> ■. . . , 

ing the time of his cure, he .never once 

recollected the circumstance ; but when 

lie took up his pen, he felt a little awk- 

ward, arid obs^ved to the L^dy 'Isabel^ 

• It 

that it was odd he should Bot sooner 

liave discovered that 'he wa^ born with 

^ ^ ... • ■ . • 
only thtee fingers on thathand. N^yj when 

his mind was occupied, he was quite as 

unconscious of present pain ; for sitting 

• • • • 

t)tie day in his ichair, considering' some 

^stfiise qiiestionj fladjurti fiast, who 

.. * - ' ' ' * 

loved a joke, took a pair of pincers and 

*ew one of his lower teeth — he moved 
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not during the operation, though it Wai^ 
somewhat tedioas, the tooth being sound 
and firm, and to this, day he knows not 
even that he has lost it. ' , 

On Goliafh, for Bpme reaacns best 
known to herself, the Lady Isabel bad 
the greatest reliance, and she chose. on 
this day that he alone should accompany 
Jier to Flatburn East. 

• X •' ' ' » • 

As it was not their JnteotiOli. to dross 
Scol^muir, but to^kee^on. the hilb till 
they wound, ro^nd opposite Flatbum 
East, and as the Lady Isabel trusted to 
the guidance, of Goiiatik) she desi«)cnij^jfaiti 
to ride on first, and'ias- soon ws. ;heruA* 
'd^rstood her wish, he oljeyidiihir j'^ith 
great i^foerily. Bat his «*t^6<m was 
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soon engaged with a charm he thougbt ' 
sufficiently powerful to compel his Sa^ 
tanic Majesty to perform any the most 
extraordinary coiamand, and instead of 
carefully observing his way, and going 
on at a moderate pace, he wandered wide 
from the quarter he ought to have neared, 
and so slowly as to try the patience of 
Lady Isabel. She ealled to hingi till she 
was hoarse, and the mountain echoes 
were weary with repeating Goliath ! . 
r Goliath, though, not two yards fk>m her, 
. keard her not. Stle th^n tried wh^t feeling 
. woiild do ; but he was equally . insensi. 
.We to two or three strokes she contrived 
i to give him with her whip : she would 
-iiave passed him and taken the lead hei>> 
self, . but they were alternately ascend-- 
mg and descending a narrow way oa the 
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edge of a dreadful precipice, and the 
trial was too hazardous. . At length the 
shades of eveniug began to appear, and 
the way. they were in was so impassable, 
that the horses stumbled at every step : 
Lady Isabel was terrified ; she screamed 
^loud, and Goliath finding his mind 
somewhat disengaged from his studies, 

luckily heard her, and exclaimed in a 
composed tone, *' is any thing the, mat* 
ter, Leddy T « Tb^ matter, Goliath ! why 
we are eternally lost r* "0(JsoI I lyaow 
not how. that can be!'' answered Go« 
liath, and pricking on hip ; beast, h^ 
turned a sharp corner in; tb^. S9pa|itaia 
at a rapid pace, les^ving the y^f&y to folr 
Jew him. This she did as speedily as 
she could ; but what was her horror^. ;to 
find no Qoliath ! he bad totally dmpf 



pearedi and no vestige of him or his ' 
hoi^e rexiiaaded. . ^ 



Lady Isabel if«ras n&w in one of thos^ 
interesting 8ttuiitH>ti3 that are vei^ amua« 
ingf^in the recital, init not at all- ito in 
reaKty ; she was, hdw^ver, a Wonian of 
courage and resolution, and hof4ng that 
her horse might find the Way b^ck ivg^in» 
she dismounted,, ita ordelr to tutii . hint 
round with less danger to he^ielf. This 
sh%#^ected, and was about to reniount, 
lyhen th^ figure of the Witoh of Scot- 
i)6^ii>food before her in fhe pa^thi In 
obe hand was her fafVouHte snakej in the 
lather a dirk ; ^h6 remained for somfe tno* 
ments imteoveaMe, then shaking her 
fimiliar - till it ' hissed terrific,' and me- 
Ikiicing with the dirk, as if she meant to 
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Strike, ishe stireatned Ibrtb the following 
wild verses, in a recitative thtat partook 
not a little of the natute atid tone of in- 
fernal choristers. 

Woatan fool, Ibybour U come, 
^ Tremble, tremble at tbj doom f 
The adder- sprbge onneath tby feet^ 
Now ripeo'd F tbe sumfiiei^l heat* 

Wee Us form ^lien tbOB V |m^'t 

* 

Mickle now i* vengeance hour ; 
Wotean pause, thine hour is come^ 
T^uth and j ust ice deal thy doom. 

At Am {jiidy Ii^bel fer some reason 
or other was, as it were, thunderstruck ! 
she ttirned pale, her legs shook, «i6d^faer 
powerless * hands Ml motiODless at h&c 
isiflfc. But she W3te not long in ^i^ ^^^ 
tuation ; she regained her seIf-possessi4ft, 
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and raising her right hand, said, ^^ Ayaunt t 
devil, avaunt sorceress! I despise: thy 
menace! try not thy charms here, or a 
stronger than thou shall bind thee/* 
Again the witch shook her snake*«flashes 

« 

of light seemed to ^art ifrom her eyes— 

she stood with her dagger raised high Hi 

♦ * . • 

air, and sung, 



i V 



Tremble, tteo^ble guUty soul, 
Oue c|rop more shall fill the bowl t 

' * * 

Force the lass the Dwarf to wedJ^ 
And the ^[rave shall yield its dea7; , 
Tremble, tremble guilty sonl. 
One drop more shall fiU the homU^ 



A I ' 






. She waited for no i|i]ply, but . tupii^ 
round, ran up the mountain with. 9maz- 
ing s.viftness, and waain a fi^wsecqi^^^ 
out of' sight. 
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The lady was now alone ; but it was 

w 

Hot till a few minutes after the depar* 

r 

tureof Madge, that she was sufllciently 

collected to observe, that her palA*ey, 

terrified by the* screams of the witch, 

had plunged down the dread abyss, and 

that she was now dependant on her own 

exertions only ; she was struck with 

dismay, an^ more particularly when she 
considered that there were both birds 

and beasts of prey, who would pay no 
respect either to gentle blood or incan- 
tation. To the latter, however, she had 
recourse, being determined now to sum* 
motrto her aid a power that should colos 
vey her away unhurt, ai^^tQ practise 
what she had so long studied under th^ 
learned Goliath* . •: 
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She sat down to recollept the words 
sk^, had so latply conned ; but whether 

- ' • 

4t wa9» that h^r ftight had troubled her 
memory, or tb^t . the hour was uopropi- 
tiouSf^ we knpw not ; every wpfjdj sav*^ 

r 

(that the mostimpprtapt, presented itself ; 
nhe ran over b» iore ; all seemed iinnie:.^ 
^bodized ! like a P^thia on the sacr^ 
|rip9.d,:She')egan,tp foam with rage at 
ber ioyfi^ w^nj^.of 9)iiU. »nd sjtartiog up, 
sUe. almpet Jneedkssly precipitated her- 

*».*, <• ..(< ~ till 

self i^pwn the HjiovAtain. ... 



« • • 



J^^ol'a. ,<;haraoter^8.ticj5, and . she . pXf^ 
gg^ :; wben in. a9$.W^, |to her ; ; 



V. i 



" 'VfeM/bm ^plrit^ to my p&^et l 
Mine the force> an4 mioii itfaft hfii^ 1^ 



si 
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she p^Tppjiv^i :fi;^mw oi ^j^traprdiwrjr 
stature . and ttrengtl^, . babif ed ^n. a Soit 
of black ar^qaour appyroaphing her. Not 
doubting that it wa9 that demon sh^ had 
summoQied^ Sihf coipmandfd him to ,conr 
veyjber to Af*|tf«ic, in a yqiqe, whick 
tbpugh sufl^cieotly ;haug)ity,; betfay^d 
bar i»|?<aKJi agiljatipij ,^ tfa^e ylsiW^iEip^ 

peamjQl9e:<>f ^ik? of $*tjwf8 ^JQWt^r.Xbs 
man looV^ £^ h^r f9fj.fr TOQpn^|F^t> sMid 
than ao^ wer^d JA ^pgl«l|r " Cpw^y you, 
lady ! Oh yes, so I will ! but by St. 
Geoi^e it won't be so far as M*Mac to 
night ! you must be conjtent to visit our 
infernal abode ; our chief has a little biigi. 
ness . to settle with you ; and by G — 
I could hardly have carried him a mofe 
agreea,ble present. Come, come along T* 
so saying he seized her arm, and dragging 
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her along, turned round the corner where 

. ... 

Goliath had disappeared. Here the Lady 
Isabel' fainted! partly from pain and 

■ * 

exhaustion ) and partly from fear at fin.d- 
ing that she was in the power of a law- 
less freebooter, instead of having at her 
command a power more thaii mortal. 
When she recovered her recollection j 
she saw no reason to abate her fears ; but 
the cavern of Reft Rob is too important 
to he introduced at the end of a cfaaptos^ 
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• I 



• CHAP. VII. 

« • 

A cave — u din — . 

7%e great Reft Roi^ 
Flaie» rage iotktknH 

Tk'qfembg^iWBt. . 

• * 

iWfiBir Lady Isabel awbke, she found 
ii^nself lying on a stond couch sparingly 
covered with heath, In a lofty carenit 
wlioK roof would have been with ^iffi^ 
culty diteemed, had il iiot been hung 
with atalactitea, which, like cut<f lass, 
reflected the light oF the torches 4iiqpbied 
here and there against the walls. At 
the further end was a fire, beside ^"^ich 
sat two inen, one of th^, he whdhad 
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brought in 'Lady Isabel. , They seeoted 
busy preparing their food, and conversed - 
together in a low voice, so that she could 

:tiot tell what they said : she, however, 
examined the cavern as well as she 
could by the uncertain light, in order to 
discover the outlet,, beiqg resolved to 
attempt her escape as soon pi^ she thought 
day had appeared. Her captor heard 
4¥er movements., and approach! ngiu^^k^ .. 
in a. civil manner, if she wished for food ; 
,to Which abe made Jib otJher reply botfl. 

.4«»daiDful toas: of h^^bead aiod a sullen 
« .Not?' " KhW by my ^boul,*' cried 
,the other, who ^^emed to.be aiferof^iDUB 
ilrishmwy ^^ buit ye!U .cbi^tig^ th^t note 
Ateforis; ypur raqse^ 1^)6 pajdlr/ Good- 
,tuck to yoMi my.lady ; ,an4 majr you \f^ 
x^ifi taken prisonei^ before you.go j». 
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your reckoning/' . " I wonder/* saad the 
first, " how much M'Mac will pay for 
his Wife ! If he thinks as we south of 
the Tweed do, he would rather pay Rob"* 
for keeping her, than !for giving her back 
again. But IVe the best right to that 
reward!*' « Oh ho!*' cried the Irish* 
nian, <' ye talk it bravely, my hon^y ! 

and did not I sit here Waiting for ye i 
^nd was not that as much right as just 
goin;^ to fetch her down' ? I claim half^ 
let who will have the whole, honey, and 
I'll out the throat of any man^ was it our 
captain himself, that should tell me I iie 
there/' '^ No, you don't lie there j yoii 
lie kere^^ said the. former, who was tofxir 
monly called Muckdiu,: and at tb« sal»ft 
time gave him a furious blow ^')^ 
ioftouth, that for a moment prevent^ 

F 2 
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kikniitom ataawering*. But tlibugh he 
tobM ittt s^tik, on aiecount of th^ 
biobd attdinrokea teeth that stop^pi^ hiA 

ai'Jiwiiiiigi fireliraiiid inttL the )Ksacf^! and 
pushed 34: forioiisly against ^ life face of 
bisisadveteaipyv ^lio paified th'e blow» 
ktt^ Wftkstmg ^tfae wdodfmia^ him,* ' would 
have : rett^rued' the! comiilimerit^- bat 
, i; i i\OIB:tab took refiige behind the oduch t>f 
ti^j^t^ whei^he^dsfehdedrhtpicielf 



inith Jibs d&rlCi^^ Tfaeifatdyiiad' aabppor^ 
tunify to lOcape^.MiAdcdiifa; t&fdw the 
bmAd onitliiiB''co^iKih, Ajb JhieaA tiook £re^ 
inpupite of i/rbihh ibhe niefL xiontiiihed io 
fight oner oh.ope.fii(tev;Ai:othler.<Hi;At 
oAi&i ^A 'nrnvftebt'^^i^^ her 

dbthes wotuld. hirra been i in a blwt% 
mAkaut m answer ta bet scrtamil> tk» 
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Captain^ with about a doEen otkecs, up* 

« 

pe£ffed iu the cave : with a .shout that 
made the whole rock shake, he called td 
tbem to forbear^ and snatching Lady 
Isabel from the couch, he placed her safe^ 
and almost unhurt, on ^ her feet ; then^ 
ivhtle his followers restored order» ^ ke 
told her that she bad nothing to lear* 

As the light Mi full oh his figure^ 
while the faoe oif Xady Isabel was con** 
cealed' by being in the shade^ she thought 
a more inagestic otie she had never he^ 
held. His ^height was above^ tail, hife 
chest and shoulders broad,- bis ^ head 
erects and evfiiry 'li mb, : as far as her ob^ 
servation wient in so dkort a time, of the 
motft masculine beauty^ His face, how^ 
ever, she cfid not see, for- he wore a hel- 
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met, ami. the yi2or down ; she only per^ 
ceived' ti^t his- eyes: were like 4refalgpent 
stars* ' Lady Isabel naturally admiredi 
manly beauty ; indeed her, own laird was 
universsllly coqsidered the finest man in 
the H^fili^ds,: and that^is quite enough 
tacQnimicei the. whole world of his per- 
fectipnfi as it is well ktoown no mortals 
on earth can at all equal a Highland 
hfifo* Ske kneNhr.tbat she. hecself Was 
handsome; and willing to prejudice him 
in her favour, she turned her head so that 
tfa^fe light might shew him no Vulgar movp- 
Itil wiiB in his power ; but the effect pro* 
duced was quite contrary ;to . wbat she 
bad expected, for he atarted^ ttiaKl gra^p* 
ing.his 8WQrd> half drew it from it's 
•sheath. Lady Isabel trembled; and, 
throwij^' herself at his feet, said» " Qtif 
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sir, spare my life! alas! what have I 
done to offend you ?" " Rise, Ma- 
dam!'* said he^ after a pauae, during " 
which he sheathed his sword'; /^ I have- 
said' you have nothing ^to fear, and the 
woid of Reft. Rob was never yet far- 
felted/' Then turning to one of his 
people^ he ordered him to place her 9 
seat near the fire, and to o£kx her : such 
provisions as their cavern afforded. 

: He next adiiressed himself to hic( 
company, and cpnunanded that thespqi| 
of MfSly, with some otl^er they hgd 
tali;en, should jb^e produced, an order in^ 

« 

stanjtly obeyed; and then with a celerity 
Jbeyoncl' belief, he divided it equitably 
if)to as ipai]^y portions as he had .^U<>w^ 
ai*. jEacliiha^toc^ hij^.pwty 
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all seeitied i^irfi&rfied, he sd^i^sa^. th^m 
thus: "I believOotbing more temaias 
bat the lady! what m she wdrth?** 
Mudcdin woitld haVe examined laear 
more narrawlyv:ii^ order . to ^ti mate Jsier 

oTftlue^ but Rob ^ bade hkn^fojribear, iitt a 
totie ttfftt would bet db^yed^ aiid the 
Waktior being tbua compelled to ma^e i| 
^ligh guess, isaid, ranis^m a»d ^Hy be 
thoi^;ht two hUiidred gold pkfiW^wdukl 

^purchase her: at the same time giving a 
liitit that a» he alone ^aptUr^^^ her^ to 
titn fiklohe must belong' tfc^ crpoilr This 
])rodut^d a mtrrmur of diMp|M:<lbatiob> 
whrch^was stopped^'fey B^fV^Rdb, whe 

T • r c • 

protested that kuch i bint was contrary 
to every |)rihdple of justice, and* tliat m 
"i cototiiuitity whose bond was honour 
ifid uttsuUifed integrity^ he Would resist 



1 
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f ttch iiivagtifiable iiloiDtehmeJitflntp tki 
huk moment of Us li£e. << The ladjit 
ininer\8aid he; ^* I will rridw htft 
and Muckdin is too much a man of lio* 
nour to find himself aggrieved by adher- 
ing to the la wft.^' - He then divided, two 
hundred pieces of gold among the 
thievesb Muckdin not offering^ any o|>- 
posititef / thoi^b he seemed a; little out 
of humour ; as to O'Stab, be waa«occ(i» 
pied yfkh thoughts of revenge *on the 
fucious £i^lishmao, and contented hittw 
with the sbare he had gotr ^ 



Lady Isabel was qpon> die whole e>» 
ceedingly charmed with the beaotft 
courtesy, and gallantry of Reft Rob, 
and wished earnestly to aeef'bia ^^t 
but ill thi9 he did not grsMQr b^ : ^^ 

9 S 
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ke{>t OB his lidiner) and wheii he sat 
dbWB to eat; and mised h» vizor^ he was 
90 situated as to prevent her from ob- 
iiprving his features. 



1 • 



'The feast wds not long, nor vety 
samptaous, consisting chiefly of dried 
.meat, and at a signal given by th^ Chief, 
tbe nien arose^ and departed runder the 
-command of ; a Lieutenant, excepting 
dtko^ who were, ordered upon guard. 
Jl^hd 'nowr as Lkdy Isabel Was; left alone 

with Refit Rob,i she.expected'tihat be 

« ^ 

was about to declare to her, that she was 
^Jiberty, and I to promise heva safe.con-* 
^TcgranCe bomei; but he maintained the 
ctfWJIt :prOfotind sitence for. some' time, 
; t^j^reiitly 4ebat»ng. with^ htniself what 
' lio^iSii^! to pursue. :At last^ Lady Jsa^ 
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/■ • ** 

bel^s patience beilig elbfttuftt^d, she ad- 

diessed him : ^ Your gallant coiulucty 

Ckief, leaves xne , no fears ! and I do 

•not doubt that you will restore me tpr^ 

Jiberty« But I confess that. I can hardly 

believe suoJiinsgn^Diinity to inhabit the 

bosom of a freebooter ! , Am I deceived, 

oir. i$' it really, Reft Rob, whpse name . 

m^ke^ :m§n tremble> aqd women fly for 
fearr 



•j.i 



*? Such, Lady, is my appellation,'^ 
T$p\i6d the Cbieif ; " and I thaqk Hea- 
ven that one . ipoie glorious or m<»e tej^ 
rible, resounds not through these Sioun- 
tains r' " Wonderful mortal! ' yoiir 
language is not that of this part !'^ sti4 
the lady; " whence come ye ?'* "Thr^ 
ye^^ are mw scarcely pfisfecJ sinc^. I 






161 :^ gn^t it&B\ 4>m 

i^tti^ keriB) ^ittp^led by a pow^. whose, 

ffinii I ktte^ nbCy myefgterAzyi^ 1 onw 

ftbvtk fen^land: my fiame implies my 

Isituation : reft of all| I repair mi' ^^ 

'lik>rM, th^ injustice the wbrid haHeofil^ 

liiftted. Yau 'ask A^ liher^ i^hat it & 

not in xsiy power -to grAnt, at present lit 

' # . . . . 

least : piy bwh safety and thh^ of my 

pieople demand^ etr&Qttiifpeet{6»n i and 

you must remain a prii;oner here, -with 

Buch attendance a^ we can give, till^^ 

Ibut fiitiewcil) Iady<^time precfst^i^ : #ith 

■#fe mbralag light I ^shall^^iAij;*^ ■ "Sd 

'hM « soft of tnlf)^door, that c^nsufti. 

'^Med witb AiiotSier paitt of tlie st^tH- 

^neous habitatitfi^.' " 'This ^ dtMil^poiQt. 

.'Ai^nt, and ^e ^egs^lter b^faisiv^iif V 

"R^fl^ threw iP^Lad^ Isiib^l Ikt&ia 
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fiiricHm ragei 'she (tied txk raise tke^^ratp^ 
she tirieA to fitxi th^ 9({iertiir<^< Anmgil 
whick the^tneiif hbdipas^My Ijut in f«ui:| 
she did &ot^ succeed, abd siie ^ iasi 
threw hemelf oil her couch, .and erped 
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In the fflMn time her abaeabe, 4»]t 
tTBs^ noMr . midif jg^ht^ occaMoaed ^raiaia 
concern V the- I^aiid who had-appoinllel 
M^patll to be at MlMao^s 1^ foilowiitig 
day, exp€k:tfDg her to bring FJorinda 
back With hen Flatburn East eame h^ 
tore sun^set, and receired so ttiany 'afiM' , 
aurances Crom his unde thit 'Flbi&ft^ 
should not be controuled,' that h^, 1^ 
solved to send her back with ihB ti^t 
dawn. of day, and when some wondar 
arose that he had not met the Lady Isa^ 
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l>Cfl and Goliath^ it was. easily cojpj^T 

tbved. tliat jasi th^e w^re; tvfo rQad^,,ij; wg$ 

probable tbiat'. she hiad : tjakeii 6n^ fiiod 

himself tbe^ther^ ly^^Maci lybo in %^e. 

hojpe of speedily 8ej^]jQg..hismece Lady 

of M^Spaul, was in a particularly, jovMl 

humour, invited his nephew to drink 

with.him, and.:befQte midnigtiit bpth 

chiefs wei^e .elevaj;ed ifit^.the joy^<}i t^ 

battle 5 ;M^MM *lm9st.if^rgot, hi^^^jfe^ 

avd F^atbui!^ ;East quite forgot; his sister: 

.^t Iwgthi ^hfowerer, .wonder .4;b?tt. t)ie 

X«adyi Isabel dW Wt;rptufii, changed \9 

al^Fpin^ ^And. i|^Qte;>aBd neph«^w agcee^ 

i)^iat,w9i^d bi^.prop!&r to mal^e so^^ 

inquiry; . . Halt a dozen horseip^en y^es^, 

^ordered fOfttfee^d Flatburn Epst, and* 

^.^ifcber to^scoRtlfes l^die* %!»€, jq)». ^. 
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br^ back sirch intelligence as might 
satisfy M*Mac. 

.• r 

It was. near three in the mohiiiig when 
the party, headed by the galbnt youiig; ^ 
Laiid, Arrived ar the ^nioat, and the 
guard was Ordered to let »'down the 
bridge, and admit his "master. Instead 

of instant cdmphance^ ^the poor wiietdhf 

' who was more than thalf dtiliidL, 'began, to 

abuse thetn, telling thidm thit'he kne^ 

: them for Siys^ and < that 'he knew them 

/toa well, to let tljem approach 'the^ 

iCastie: at tbe' same time he sdutfded 

the alarmV and while Elvtbiirn East, 

more ithan half furiousy > galloped 'rotiikl 

the moaty almost tempted to swim i4r, his 

iown followers ^ were seen GoUddtiDji^/^nd 

the piper himself began toi 
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tooesi of diacoiidi' jygbte.ililt^ baok^ 
ward and forward, arms gl4tjt£$^i ifoicai 
swore, and all was in the utmost confu* 
noaki-- At kogth, 8<>me.bQe more. ^sober 
than tfaie- Irest, jp^ogliitied ftbe /loiid me- 
naced of th0)La]id> the bridge, w&s let 
down^ and Fiatborn Easfc and his. com^ 
jpanions galk^ed into, the ooort^yard: 
Jm^ i there called /Iqudly^lbr the.maa who 
Jtad.fir4t,:Mhbed faim^' and fio> Moner 
pen:fei7€ldfluttif thlon he cl^ his head 
(with his. fiwoid,: and ' lesLvib^ hmt .to be 
buried by; his CQmpanioiks,(itusliedtO(ihis 
iBiMcc'iStipsirtmeat witii' his;bloody iswdid 
,ia his hand. The. tensfied: Florinda, 
[who waft U:jk/and:dreased:as if e3q)eeljing 
}iira»: uUxised. a scream^ of .bokxijii while 
IJBtepa feu on her kneesy :iaiid. tsotreated 
riiiitx to, spare hef Itfe. 
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When^ once your Highlander is well 
fous^; h^ ts. soiaethiBg like the great 
AchdUes, rather implacable, and will 
mafeec no scruple to sacrifice half a sooie 
innocent people to his irritability, . so 
that £l8p8 was not without reason for 
her fears: on this occasion, howevw, 
she escaped for her alarm, and Flat, not 
seeing Lady Isabel, demanded her. 
That sbe had never been there, seemed 
to him impossible, and he suspected 
some trick; he rushed down, and de- 
manded to know the reason of the drunk- 
enness and misrule that had taken place; 
but no one could satisfactorily account 
for it ; indeed every one was unwilling 
to speak, lest the sword should be his 
answer. Nearly an hour passed away in 
train threats on one side, and welWound- 



\ 



ed fears on tlYeatbei"; and at iai^t alt the 
resolve the young- Lakd could make was 
to dismiss the M^Maos tvith the intelli* 
gence <of Lady Isabel's loss» and to take 
Mnie repose himself 4^ X^iji/iSfii . dohe> 
/ihefbfre daywbreak the. Cattle waa 



dgain ttafaquaK 
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CHAP. VIII. 

I 

The Lovers Iciss-^ 

* 

The Lad rttremts^-* . 
7t$ Ltm reiunu'^ 
The Wii€h'$ thrt^. 

We must here pause in our story, to* 
relate wfaat had passed at Fkttbum East, 
after its noble Laird had quitted it to 
visit M*Mac. 

Poor Florinda, a prisoner in her own 
apartments, distracted with fears on her 
own account) and with great abrm * fbc 
the safety of her Oscar« phced .hei»eif 
at her widdoW) to watch thelas^tay*^^ 
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the setting sun, as they gilded the moun*^ 
tains in the distance. All the melan^ 
cboly presages, trembling fears, and 
tender hopes, natural to a young lady in 
her situation, by turns pQssessed her^ 
and ao completiejy abs<)|rbe4A^&s ®he by 
her reflections, thatv«[v^ii-^.liieyunceasing 

» 

whine and bitter lameat.of'Elspa were 
unheeded. At last Elspa retired to con-* 
kt with her son^Bauldy, from whom she 
^e^vedi some go6d contolitioik..ia:the 
i|faape of an^erry glias* bn^.ttke abftcmfi^ 
of the Chief seeming to give dib&ltty^ % 
jregular carouse was begun. 



^ » • r r » 
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theimdaft; while Floritida coB^wued 
at 1 her pofft^ and : thro^]gh the gloom her 
eyes were gladdened wilii the sight 6i 
OscQr« Her'bi^hev beii^oabttenti she 
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wsolved. to;ejideaydttr to hare him intro- 
duced into the Castle, and calling Eispa, 
who had in her grief forgotten to lock 
the room door according to orders, she 
easily petauaded her to hAve hiku brought 
in:, a piece' of .goJd Jc^rrered the dlaiv^ 
bridge, attd Elspa, lockiig the two lo- 
wers infta. ihe toom» returned beloiv, to 

^ncoiM^age^ the. feailyr tk^.mtuke' mercy, 
wisely ci>n3ecturlng that in aa <meiu 

jgehcy^ the drunkenness: . of the ' htaU^ 

would.&cili^te. his eacape^ . 



': ♦* 
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Oacar no aooHer found ifitaaelf ;at fir 
berty to pooT' out fata amofoua plaihft, 
than, thmMTiiaghtmself at theftetlof.hlS' 
inistressi her thanked hi^r iiilHeiiraftii^t}^ 
iteniis foif tbe admiidoil 3helh9i4Bi«oi»A 
iam, mii added (» tbouBsndbabtlwit pM^ 
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» 

sionate and tender speeches, that brdttgfafc 
FloriDda's blood to her che^k, and her 
tears to her eyes. At last, however, 
the lovers became more composed, and 
Oscar^ taking her passive hand, address^ 
ed her thus : ** At last, laY beloved FIo- 
-rihda, I feel I have a right to address » 
3^11 : hitherto you have known me un-- > 
d^r a borrowed nana^ ; but ere to^mor- 
iK>w^s sun shall set, 1 shall be able to 
declare my own. I have been the child 
of misfortune* hat at length my foea 
will sink; I have them in my grasp, 
•tihd a few^' hoiire will bring me a friend 
whose presence alone is wanting' to es« 
A^kblish my daim to a* rank' the most 
^fiAingttished/ Iii^ the 'mean time, dear- 
est obj^ of oly )ove» Ifear to lose you ! 

ft 

Ifm^ may be reoonvfer^ed to M'Mac, .m»^ 



\, 
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hy some stratagem, forced to the arms 
of M^Spaul, before I^ fettered as I am» 
can assert my' claim to you* Hear me 
then, dear maid! I know in this neigh* 
bourhood: c^ a retreat ii^here you may 
rem^ji in safety^ and .where, if you wish 
it, I will not see you till I kftow ud 
ean publish who I wn. i The occasioja 

of your bmther^si absence is pr6pitii6us^ 
trust yourself to ine, and consent to re- 
main but twenly-'four hours^ whd'e ycm 
^shall be guarded I and. /presecved as the> 

dearest treasure belonging to Oa^ar/' 

# 

To this proposal Florinda would by no 
^means: consent ; .she ; urged h^r brptbier's 
.promiiBe jBo dfifBndib^p, attd t¥^ improbft- 
jhility, ,sSi k^^iV^li^t'mitme^tJ^tjhfi 
^Wuld p«»d. her b^ to Wi/kmiiif^f^ 

ft 
I 

the ; ,^if unujg dSu 1i« : i9<^i<^>9«r. t/ .^hs' in>- 
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quired how he had escaped the priBced* 
iog flight ; ^aai ^onish^d that he re- 
g«iined the opposite side^ of the moat in 
wfety, audi thanked the Holy Yirgin 
^d^ 'St4. 'Andi^eW ^ tttSMBting hkB. 
^ii6sd VliyielrsiOM, howevpfy did hot tutQ 
Oscar frani hk pufp^se; houts passed 
aWayin^ thepIesBing dojbatet^ and Ficv 
riiida, \fith a sigb^ fa'ad^lnidist consented 
4o eVeHy thing he .^sh^, when Fbil* 
to^i East cetaraed'y (ind that noebe oo 
^iQlred .which .we have, already de» 
'sonhed. ( : ^ •* 

'■ £fopa, in her alanb, Iras some mU 
niit^a b^fti^e fihn «otdd 1 ^hd the key^ of 
tlie fbbBH wheife^c^^kfieW ^ rl^aird 
'4»dul<l^«^peci td find^hcir; she ftithbled 
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help her; nay, she would even have ac« 
cepted assistance from Madge the Snoo* 
ver, if she had appeared to offer it. 

* In the mean time those within were 
in no less consternation each for the 
other, and Florinda trembled lest she 
should see her Oscar murdered before 
ber face. As to that young man, his 
courage seemed to rise with the occa- 
sion, and never perhaps did he look 
more the hero than at that moment. As 
soon as the door was opened, he would 
have rushed forth to gain the moat ; but 
Elspa heard her Flat raging behind her, 
and to save his Florinda, he consented 
to secrete himself bdliind the hiige bed- 
stead, till the , Chief should hayd^vt^in 
retreated. , . j ^. * 

a 
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* 

When be went down, as has been re<* 
lated^ he forgot^ in his rage, to fasten 
the door, and this left Florinda some 
hope to secure the safe retreat of her 
lover, who was anxious, on many ac- 
counts,^ to be away, ^1^4.^^ soon as the: 
Castle was at i^t, and the M^Mac^>. 
gone, Elspa undertook ^ qonvey Oscar 
in safety outside the ^astle wall, l>\it 
not till he hdd again entreated Florinda « 
to siccotipi^ny h»A.; she wa?i, however, . 
too n)uch terrified to comply, ahd she 
«^ad the sjati^action to see him, ere long^ 
hie across th^ plain, unpursued by any 
hostile b^nd. 






. The l^aowl^dge' that O^cai? was safe, 
inclined Florinda to repose, iand she 
went to bed, hoping" not to be disturl^fod 
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for some hours. In this hope she was 
disappointed; a messenger arrived early 
from the Laird of M^Mac, inviting 
Flatburn East and his sister to repair as 
expeditiously as possible to M*Mac, as 
he was anxious. (a assure Florinda of his 
protection and fatherly care. Florinda 
had received vW many frightful shocks 
since her arrival at the Castle, that she 
was not sorry to receive these assurances 
of comfort in her usual abode, and .she 
prepared with alacrity to return where 
she might see Oscar with less danger 
than at . Flatburn East. Elspa, at her 
desire, accompanied her, and the ser- 
vant who had brought the message be- 

» 

ing thought a sufficient escort, Flatbtitof 
East sent his sister forward, saying^ that 
he would soon follow her himselif, Fto-' 

G 2 
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rinda inquired after Lady Isabel, but 
he either knew nothing, or was com- 
manded to say nothing, and Florinda 
felt some uneasiness on her aunt's ac- 
count. 

! 

They went the upper road, and about 
ten o'clock met Auld Weedy going to- 
wards Flatburn East. He made his 
obeisance to Florinda, crying, *' Ah I 
my leddy, Tse muckle glad to see ye 
sae weel : but where gang ye? Red's 
naethe colour for ye ; ye'd best stay o* 
the bonny green flat. My leddy, what 
for ye nae understand me? Is Auld 
Weedy grawn daft ?^* These last words 
he pronounced with some emphasis, 
and Florinda was much struck with his 
manner: yet, as they might mean no-. 
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thing particular, she kneir not what to 
think. She spoke kindly to Weedy $ 
and said, if she understood him rightly, 
he thought the air of Flatburn East was 
best for her. " Aye, for sartain, my * 
leddy. Why, what a rout is there down 
«at the M'Spaul! an' the Laird all di- 
zenM ! ns^r, as to jewels, they're nowt ! 
but the deil a foot gi' they for him to 

stand on I But he'll kith in his ain co- 

■ 

lours ! ,an' he's mair kyte nor leg. What 
winna ye rin frae this kow ?" ** Where 
is he?" cried Florinda; but before 
Weedy could give an answer, Flatburn 

East appeared in sight, and ordering his 

• • . . . 

sister forward, put a stop to the couver* 
sation. 
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With a heavy heart Florinda proceed- 
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ed, dreading, yet not believing, that her 
/ uncle could be so treacherous as to force 
her to marry M^Spaul. She attempted 
to move her brother in her favour, but 
he only urgqd. on his horse, and they 
proceeded some tioie in ^il^eqce. This 
was jntl^rrupted by Madge of Scot-muir, 
who, addressing herself to. Flatbura 
£ast, said, 

"" Ware ye lad, an turn ye hame, 
' Treacher* M'Mac is the game ; 
Soonye'll know, an soon ye'll feel 
The rigliteous claim, the righteous steeL'^ 

« Hoot awa ! Wit^h,'* cried Flatbura 
East, " and don't stop my way ! be- 
gone I Vm in haste !'' 

" In haste to rin, 

« 

In haste to rue. 
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The fur je'll gang. 
The war ye'U do !" 

cried Madge. " What does the Witch 
mean?" cried Flatburn East: ** 1*11 
mak ye rue, old snake, .if ye do not get 
out of my way/' So sayfng, he spurred 
forward his horse, and Madge, retreating 
up the m6untain, cried, 

** The sun is up, but ere be's doon. 
The M'Mac sail a' swapped his croon/' 

and with this she disappeared* 

Though Flatburn East pretended to 
despise Madge, he crossed himself^ w^d 
felt a little alarmed at her prophecy, as 
he was commonly called the Crdwn of 
the M^Macs, being the sole fAsX^^^t td 
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the present Chieftain. The world was 
ready to believe that the Laird, finding 
bi^ lady brought him no issue, , had 
cedsed to regard her with that afifection 
that seemed due to so clever a woman, 
and that she in return hated the nephew, 
who was beloved by his uncle as the 
crown or head of the* femilyt , It was 
reported that one great inducement to 
Lady Isabel to dabble in glamour was 
to remedy this evil, but it did not seem, \ 
even with the assistance of •(Joliath, 
to have succeeded, for she had never 
been in the way to give a crown 
to M*Mac. Neither Flatburn East nor 
his sistev wer^ ignorant of the source 
of Lady Isabers hatred, and the Witch's 
prophecy piade the former imagine that 
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the lady was about to produce an heir. 
He mused upon this in no very pleasant 
mood, and soon arrived within sight of 
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CHAP. iX. 



T%€ wooing Momter — 

Ravish'd Maid— 
TheM'Mae'imen 

The foe inwuk. 

t 

» 

Florin DA was so much alarmed and 
terrified at the threats of Madge and 
her own suspicious apprehensions, that 
when she dismounted, she could not 
stand witho\it assistance, and she was 
obliged to use Elspa's arm to assist her 
to the room where her uncle waited to 
receive her. But if her alarm before 
was great, it became overwhelming, 
when she saw M'SpauI in a superb 
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cloak and a tippet of uncommon price 
and fineness, seated by her uncle and 
Lady Isabel: she could not support the 
apprehension, but fainted on the spot. 
" Ah, wae is me!" cried Elspa; **seo 
here the fruit o' your monstrous- wed-^ 
dings ! She's dead, she's dead ! my 
•bairn! my bairri ! oot o* ye! ye unco 
unlusome monster !" Lady Isabel com- 
manded her* to be quiet, but she raved 
the more, and M^Spaul^ who was really 
shocked to see Florinda's agitation, paid- 
no t^ttention to what Elspa ^ said. Flo« 

« 

finda had just begun to' revive, whetf 
her brother entered the room V aiili : in 
order to give her time to recover, Jtf^Mad 
took his nephew's artn, and led him into 
an6the1- apartment. Th^ ihe .I^dy 
Isabel^ with- great appareWi -kinauess^ 
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takingFlorinda's hand, said,, ^^ My dear 
• niece, this joyful agitation at the .^ight 
of me, after you had heard of my mis* 
fortune, is very flatteri^ng to nie; and 
I owe it to youY tenderness to account 
for my return. I was taken by that 
moDster, Reft Rob, who left me pri* 
soner in his cave,.- with two guards : 
one of them I bribed to release me, and 
he accompanied me here. He expected 
to return with a reward, but. as it is 
proper that the freebooter should be 
destroyed, I have lodged, him in the 
dungeon, to serve as guide to the ca** 
veru'! Fm sure I could not despi:i|f^ 
the way I but I see you are tiyed^ I 

« 

leave M*Spaul to entertain you !'* .So 
paying) she pushed Elspa out of the 
iroom, and faistening the door ^fter her, 
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left the unhappy Florinda almost petri- 
fied with horror. 

M'Spaul, who, as we have* said beforie, - 
was a man of sense, gave the lady time 
to recover* her recollection, and then ad- 
dressed her thus: "I am grieved, Ma- 
dam, to see 4:hat through the malice of 

nature, who has hardly left ihe the out- 
ward form of man, I am indeed so dis- 
agreeable to youj as to cause this vio- 
lent emotion of disgust : but I entresit ' 
you, divine perfection of beauty, to listen 
to me, ami to learn from my own mouth f 
what affection on your part will satisfy 
me/* • Here Florinda covered her face, 
^nd groaned, and the Red Dwarf, m if 
he had not observed it, went on. 
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" It IS an observation of tfae« 'ancient 
philosophers, that habit is second na« 
ture, and that things , at . first sight dis- 
agreeable and disgusting to ub, become 
in time hot only bearable, but even 

.pleasant: and this I have experienced 
/ myself in .more instances than one. It 

, is on this property in oar nature that I 
build my hopes of being allowed to 
hope fof your consent, and even your 
kiftd consent, to become my wife. I 
am told that of the many, chieftains who 
have admired your charms (and .the 
imn>bdr of your lovers niiist mclu^ie ai) 
who have ever seen you)' you have 
pever shetvn a decided appiobation of 
any; cmd tbi^ strengthens my faopeis,' as 
I shall hitre only your ijidiffisitence^ andl 
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not a jirepossession for another to con- 
tend with. Add to this, beautifDl Flo^ 
rltida, that in me. you will ever find a 
doating lover! one whose whole joy 
will be to gratify every wish of your 
soul, and to make your hours pass gaily 
and happily away. Give me then all. 
I ask; the eliteem one friend may 
have from another ! Honour me by 
becoming the companion of my tra- 
vels aind my studies, or rather by be- 
coming the director of my life and the 
object of my adoration/* 

Here the Re^^warf, who had made 
a long speech, sighed tenderly, and bowed 
to his mistress, his eyes sparkled with 
the fires of love, and. bis veky, mos- 
tachios, vivified by bis passion, curled 

3 
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and moved over his lip. Florinda twice 
tried to speak, but she could not ! she 
only gasped and fainted once more in her 
chair« 



Her lover was now in an awkward 
predicament, for he could not, as is ne- 
cessary in such cases, run to his mistress, 

« » 

clasp her in his arms, and kiss her to life 
again, neither could he fall at her feet, 
clasp her knees, and her hands, and fan 
her with the sighs of love ! nay, he could 
not even summon a servant to her as- 
sistance, and as his passion was every 
moment increasing, ^bipas his grief to 
see her sufferings. The length of time, 
however, that she remained insensible,' 
gave M'Spaul an opportultiity of consi- 
dering the solidity and wisdom of the 
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•» 'y 



advice Lady Isabel and the laird had 
given^and he felt fully convinced, that 
the sooner Florinda was his wife the 
better, as, if he waited to overcome this 
maiden delicacy, much time might elapse, 
and perhaps she might even be unwill- 
ing at last. So easy is it for the wisest 

men to reason themselves into what 

J 
they wish ; love, like gold, will some- 

times make the worser appear the better 
reason, and induce a man, who piques 
himself on his honour, to perform . a 
most unjust part. M'Spaul, fired, with 
the charms of the lovely Florinda, who 
layfainting beftf^him, already antici- 
pated the joys ^#dlock would bestow, 
wh^n Lady Isabel entered, and told hina, 
that the two chiefs were now perfectly 
agreed, and that Florinda must, if he 



ft.: 
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required it, immediately 'giVe firm her 
hanjl. 



•> 



Teara of joy paced and followed each 
other down the lover's cheeks at this in-^ 
telligefice, and he called aloud for his 
squire to bring in the presents, and assist 

fn conveying hina to the altar. 

• . ' ■ ■*» 

^ 

• While this was passing, Florin^ia again 
'began to revive, and at first seemed 
hardly conscious of her situation ; but 
when her aunt attempted to tie a neck^ 
laoe of very fine pearls about her neck, 
ikying it was her Juisl^and's first gift, 
$he uttered * a scream of terror^ and 
throwing herself at the Lady's feet, enr 
treated to be spared only one day Atom 
making this sacrifice. ^^ At the end of 



Jp 
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th'at tinie yelir f&lingt would probably 
be what they are now,'' answered ' Lady 
Isabel, ^* and It is entirely out of com^ ' 
passion to your maiden fears» that I thus 
hasten matteiB* Believe me» my dear, 
a maiden will never gain courage oh these 
occasions by taking time to reflect! 

« 

when the knot is once tied, the affair is 
over. This is a lucky day, F would not 
have you marry to-morrow on tiny ac^^^ 

count." — " I will not marry at all V* 
said Florinda, " no power, no law. can 
compel me to m^arry a monster ! where 
js my brother ? alas ! will no one help 
me? Oh ! Uncle, J^y every tender tie V 
beseech you, spare me ! The hour that 
sees me M^Spaul's wife sh&ll see me a 
cofpse/'— " If such be your determinar 
tion, weak girl," cried M^M«<ii " it wiU 



X 
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behove . M^Spaul to aet a close watcli 
over you. You see he is gone before j 
he waits you at the altar— his wife you 
must be, do not then provoke me by 
any obstinacy that would disgrace an 
ideot/* Then seizing one arm he mo- 
tioned to Lady Isabel to take the other, 
and they dragged her between them to 
the chapel of the castle, where the Re- 
verend Pries*, who had been duly sum- 
monedy waited with an air of joyous 
sanctity to complete the business. De- 
spair giving Florinda new strength, she 
burs^from her uncle, and made an ef- 
fort ^ fly, but the 4oor was- closed — 

« 

then addressing the Priest — ** Father !** 
said she, " beware, I tell you, that so 
for from being willing to wed J^I*Spa^I, 
I hate and detest him ; he is my abhor« 
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li^nce, and another has ' my heart ! I am 
promised to another- — I have sworn to 
wed another." Oh hearing this, M*Spaul 
would have spoken ; but the violence of 
M'Mac prevented him. That noble 
chieftain burst forth into invectives 
against his niece that were very unfit 
for her ear, or for the place he was in : 
he insisted upon" it that the ceremony 
should proceed, while Floriuda, and 
even M'Spaul himself, exclaimed against 
it. 



The Priest, who knew his duty, began 
to mumble forth the sacred words ! 
Never was a wedding less decorous and 
more riotous ! at last, Florihda screamed 

# 

with so much violence, that spite of the 
laird's ordeihs, the household coul^ ;d^« 
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refrain from running to the cbs^h"^ 
This so enraged M^Mac, that his passioiy 
got the better of his discretion ; he drew 
his sword, and pursued the flying do* 
mestics : to the other side of the castle, 
where they tddk refuge in such holes 
attd fastnesses as they had the likck to * 
£nd : happify they were quit for their 
^rs, and ti few scratches, atid M^Mac 
it last demolished his sword by striking 
9t one iivftio pushed the d€>or to» and thti» 
occasioned it to receive and destroy thb 
ferocious blade. \ 

• • • ■» 

J .No pooner had M'M^c run out. of the 
chapel, than Reft RoK armed cap^Orpie, 
walked i n . The Lady liuibel started and 
9creipied ; M^Sp^ul never. so: longed to 
^e -abte tot r^n away in his , life, . and the > 



« 
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Priest concealed himself beneath the 
altar. The valiant Freebooter, brand* 
ishing his sword in his right hand, 
clasped Florinda in his left, and, bearing 
her off with wonderful velocity, mounted 
his horse, and galloped with her to* 
wards the mountains. He and his fol? 
lowers (for they were waiting for him at * 
a short distance), were nearly out of 
sight, when M*Mac returned from the 
pursuit of his trembling domestics : and 
it beggars the powers of dejscriptioa to 
paint his rage and astonishment I He 
acted every e3s:ti:av£^aiiice a iban can act 
on such an occasion, and . called loudlj^E 
for his arms,' hii^ horse, and his followerii 
to pursue the raviaher* The M^Maeii » 
knew their laird too w^ll (Q:be in a hurrj^ 
to obey him, each one fedttog '^hsfSh df 
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he appeared first, he should be cut down r 
but after a lapse of «oine time he suc*^ 
ceeded in collecting hia people, and send- 
ing for the man Ltdy Isabel had sent 
to the dungeon^ he ordered him, on pain 
of death, to conduct him instantly , tOT 
the cavern in the rock. The man had* 
DO choice ; he looked sullen, but being-' 
modnted on one of M'Mac's horses, hdt 
led the way, and followed the traces o^». 
Reft Rob and his companions.' ^or^ 
some time they went on at a tolerabl^w 
pace, but at length (j^'way. became sa 
difficult, that tlmm ^morem^nts . were' 
slow, and their^p^a/lj^ steep and dangerous r 
they came to the very spot where Go* 
Math had disappeared, and the laaO) 
spurring round the ooToer, leJRt M^MjSt 
in doubt whether to foUow him^ 6r to 
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wait his return. His own life appear- 
ing in imminent danger in doing the 
former, he , preferred the latter, and. sajt 
chafing on his horsey and ready to^ sacri- 
fice even his own men for very rage. A 
noise among the bushes above his head 
ndade him look up, and Madge grinning 
'horribly upon him, as she stood out of 

'the i^ch of his weapons, shook her 
4Miakes» and appeared agitated as if 
with supernatural fury: at length she 
spoke. 

i 

*^ Laird of Mac! behold the boor, 
' i finished is the ill starred pow'r I 
P^use and list I thy joy is Qigh« 
Thy task is done ! thy luck is high ! 
Bttt justice on the guilty pour, • 

,.^ Laird of Mac^ in this thy hoor I'' 

i 

•\ . . . • 

; " Aye, faith J old Snoover ! there is » 



1. 
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.aooae caiemmgia thy prophecy howf' 
tufted M^Mac: ^^ and depend upoiiit the 
guilty shiiiiffeel tfaefldge oC,my«woid, 
^nd 4he ruridibr of/ FlOriioda b^ tke 
jdust./' The only answer Mcki^ fpave to 
this, was by .whirlii^, or bs «be called il^ 
sapoviiig herself about witb v^aafc hQ>idttyi 
and laughing immoderataiy* Iitittiedi» 
Btily^ afti^, the man Who had acted m 
l|is guide i^appCMured on foot^ and Uik^ ^ 
iag \im that now waa the proper /|ifM 
to enter, as Rob was engaged with ti|e 
lady, and most of his men were gone 
out another way^ desired hiof- t<> dis- 
mount, and follow hiai qn focri;« ^' 

•■','■ •- - ■• • ./' 
M'Mac did not f6kl quite satisfied of 
the fellow's integrity, but he dismounted, 
and leading his hoiBO with the kft, and 
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tsuuag his swaid M his f^ht iiand dU 

«ctly OT«r the feliow'i head, h« directed 

«il his followers to do tiie same, aad to 

foljftii^ the way he should lead.. The 

laaa recommeBded that there should be 

*itiie mopt perfect «ileiiee' maintained dur- 

• iiig (he march, and pushing away some 

shushes, which by their easy yielding 

•teemed to have often admitted visitore, 

* -they deapended somewhat rap!d!y til! 

thay <»me to ^a entrance in .the side of. 

\^e mouataiDjust ki<g« enough to admit 

I maB, iand ftotti whiuh the guide had 

•tpmoYod a ia«g« pbrtjon of stone, witir 

« feV Kattsred wtedv growing on it. 

'M they pcDoesded, *he passage which 

'- was ioBg became 4(|«ite da*,- and the 

hearts of the valiaat M«Mae8 sanK With- 

H 2 
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in them. The laird had just priidence 
enough not to cut down his guide, for 
he thought it better to proceed than to 
attempt to turn ; an attempt indeed 
that must have been abortive ; and at 
last, to reward his perseverance, he saw 
a glimmering of light some way below 
him, and received fresh courage. At last 
when he hoped to emerge, and , Jay his . 
enemies dead at his feet, his sword-arm 
was suddenly seized from an apertui^ 
in the side of the winding passage, and 
a large cloth being thrown over his head^ 
he was carried by the foiioYvers of Reft 

Rob into a sort of small cave, and there 
disarmed. They wefre obliged to bind 
him, and two fellows of tenrific aspect ^. 
stoof} guard ovisr him. ;..; 



1 
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His men were easily disarmed, and 
all thrust into a place which could be 
entered only by a trap door, - that wan 
vrell secured on the outside. 



,^'- 



i 
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CHAP. X. 

Fiat lavt'heiray'd-^ 

TIC mdd Nursi^s woe— ^^ 

The iMfy Isabel ' 

Must go. 

XHE reflections of M^Mac in his state 
of bondage, were far from j^reeable, aad 
he could not but consider the treachery 
under which he suffered, as a just re- 
tribution for that he had practised .on 
Florinda; this did not, however, pre- 
vent him from vowing, that if he escaped 
with life, he would not leave a single 
Freebooter alive within twenty^ miles of 
M*Mac, while there was a woody to hang 
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them on^ or a tow to be had for love or 
inoncv. 

We must, however, leave the valiant 

lakd in hi6 «tate of durance, and re-* 

late ^hat happened to FJatbtirn East. 

When M^Mac led him to a separate 

apartment in his castle, it was to asaare 

bim, that his sister had consented to re* 

ceive the addresses of the Red Dwarfy 

and that with regard to the celebratioa 

of the marriage, no violence should he 

oflfered to . her* At the same tim^,. he 

tinted rather pbiinly, that the propeil 

thii^ was to leave M^SpauI a clear flelt| 

to commence bis op^ations; and odded^ 

that after what passed test n%ht, it wo»Id 

not be prudent' to leavV ^l^/thnSfi S^^ 

without its laird. 



159 ^ BJEfX ROB ; OR^ 

' The » nephew very properly thought 
this hint something like a direct insult ; 
but, as he happened to be i>f the samp 
Opinion with regiard to the principal 
business, he mounted his horse, and 
without staying for any refreshment 
turned* his face homewards. As Flat- 
burn East code along, for lack of some- 
thing to do, he gave way to a reflection, 
that by chance presented itself, on the 
folly of men who will take wives either 
to hate or to govern them, and he conclud- 
ed with a determination, that no woman, 
liowever rich, and hdwerer beautiful 
(these yere the only two qualifieatiohs 
he valued in a woman), should ever 
induce him to commit any extravagance 
Ihat might lead hipi into vmcbdef. 
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.ft • 

" He had not gone £»*, when from be* 
hind a projecting part of the mountain, 
he heard a particularly sweet female 
voice, singing an old romance, and at 
intervals talking to a' baby. Whether 
it was that the thoughts of matrimonyi 
though unfavourable ones, had raised 
some little touch of the tendqr passion iu 
Flatburn East, or that it w^a mere cu- 
riosity to see what the woman was like, 
who owned so sweet a voice, or that 
man is destined ever to shew himself a 
bundle of contradictions ; whatever it 

was, Flatburn £ast threw himself firom 
his horse, and tying him to a bu^df, 
walked round to the spot where the fair 
one was sitting. She looked as roguish^ 
]y arch at him, as if she had gue^ed on 
«hat errand he came, and pressing a 
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Hfioe ftt baby to her breast, bid tc not 
4ki«jk at the big men. 



' r 



** And why should itekreik, my bonny 
ladfiie?" cpieti the young kird, " I b«^r^ 
.Mo mind to hurt either the bftb or its 

tflither: if its mitherye be/ 

• • - 1 

*« Yes truly, y our liopour, i ha' thrs 
tn .tw<i ither, all as lusome as angeb, 
^B tfii^ mither o' God btess and presarre 
^the Baims V* 



*4 
W * 



<* You shoaM have sjlid, and make 
. • • • 

them as honny as their mitrjie!*/* ^aid 

Flat, gallantly taking the yoeng ^oman 

round' the neck, and kissing "her hear- 

tily^ She did not much resent thii, 

*1^3SEfcably on account of the com^litnenMt^ 



y. 
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but,, pushing bim ofi» s^id* ^* $he . nap* 
po^d he was a braw Uird by hi« bawdh 
nws." Thi» encourage tbe young itoa 
to repeat the attagk, a^d A $opt of coru 
t|iBt;ep$ued between tbeiq, tbat ended 
by the young wonvaA $cre»paing out vi«h 
lently, and F|atbur» Ea^t thrpwiug hist 
pur^e iato her lap. Things were ip this 
aituatiom when two men coining b^ihind 
the young laird aeized bim> disarmed 
him in a momenti and blindfolding hiiQ, 
kd biwi to hi« own horse, on which they 
mounted him> and conducted hm to g 
place where they bound and l^ft hm^ 



i : 
I • • 



$ueh was the terminatioQ of Fl^tburfi 
£aet's adventure, and hh only consx^aw 
tion waa the hope of being one day s^bjbe'^ > 
to iJrive their aoujpowt of tberf.bti4i««» ' 
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either by steeJ, wood, or tow; but as 
there seems little hope of such a termi- 
nation to the disconsolate chieftain, we 
will leave him to the stormy thoughts^ 
that formed his solace, and pursue our 
history, which will quit the gentlemen 
to*wait on Lady Isabel, and M^SpauI, 
left in the chapel at M^Mac, won4ering 
at the extraordinary events lllat had 
taken place, and consoling each other 
in the best manner possible. There was, 

• * « 

however, a third person who intruded 
herself into their conversation, and re*^ 
gardless of the frowns and reproofs oi 
the lady, would, as she said, ease her 
beart and tell her plaint, even if the 
devil himself should threat* heir. This 
was Elspa, who rushing into the chapel, 
eall^ out aloud for her bairn and madte 
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an attempt to seize M^Spaul by • the 
nose, an attempt; however, happily frus- 
trated by the squire of the Red Dwarf, 
a huge muscular fellow,*^ who caught 
EJjJspa by her throat, and would probably 
have strangled her, had not his master 
called to him to forbear. In obedience to 
this command he released the nurse, 
and in r#urn for his kindness, received 
an attack in the face, not unlike that 
the infnriated Grimalkin gives, when her 
young jbrood ve annoyed by hand pn> 
fane. He had his dark brown cheeks^ 
in a moment, stripped of certain por* 
tions of that* tough covering Nature bad 
bestowed upon them, and tears of blood 
literally flowed down upon his garments. 
He did not give the enemy time to re- 
peat th« attack,but casting bis armsaro^nd 
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ket^ ha thtifw btr dpwa in so awkward 
a povitkMm tbat W head came in con*^ 
tjuct with the oo^ of the Red Dwarf, 

s. 

VoA it i]|«t9tntly «ympAtl»i$i:e4 with thQ 
squire'e ch^cduit M'Spaul utt6r^ acrj^» 
hi^squiKi^ swoi^9 end Elspa call^ out 
for hdp and fimcwur, as if th^ M'Siya 
bad all hi^n upon'l>ef. l#ady Uabel» 
diatracted by the turii alTairp; bf^ taken» 
bad hardly prea«o<;^ of mirtd. onoMgh to 
ap{^ly a liapkin to M^Spdul'a DO^e, » 
ehatity the more necessary, a« hecoul4 
^ do it himwlf. 

. At Iwt* bowevar, Elspa ww jQonveyed 
4way, tbe aquke r^trastted to^ tvaah bi« 
fitce, md M'Spaul wa$ ci^rri^ into an 
apartmeat) where, when h\» want^ wera 
4u)y ladmiiiiitered tOt hfa wa9 kft to i^ 
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fleet on the day's adveatuies^ and to 
console himself, as well as he could* 
M'Spaul was, as we have said hefoiiey 
a philosopher, and in spite of hia mor. 
tificalion, he could not help thinking 
that, upon the wliole, the terminatioii 
of his matrimonial attempt was not so 
melancholy as it mi^ht have been : that 
Florind^ ioved smother was efvidbnt, and 
that she uev& would ha^e loved him^ 
even had her afiections been disengaged^ 
was now to him as evident He felt 
totmfied that his Qose bad 'siifiered ii^ 
atead of his forehead, and resolved hence^ 
-forward to woo no ladies but the Muaes^ 
and to leav^ it to providence to provide 
tin heir for bis estates 1 He oiileved his 
litter, and having taken leaver of Lady 
Isabel, retreated to his ca^le, where, i^ 
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spite of his hoAWy defects, Me contrived 
to make himself l^'^ioved, by exercising 
his benevolence a^d humanity, aird to 
«pass his time toIf»rab|y •agreeably by pur- , 
suing his studies and improvements, 
though he had no wife to share the one 
or to admire the other. 

/:-The Lady Isabel was by no means 
easy with the turn affairs had taken ; 
she waited impatiently for the retura 
of M'Mac, but hour passed after hour, , 
and no lai^d returned* She bad recoursis 

to her books, and h'\itQr\y regretted on 

this occasion the loss of Domine.Gch . 
liath, who had been from her early years 
bet confidant, (bis short nfiempry qufi^ . 
lifted him particularly well ioi the office), 
feer ssoiwsellor and her chief st^y, . Night 
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arrived and do laird o^e, and so im- 
patient was she for intelligence, that in- 

. stead of r^naining in her room, she 
walked backward and forward on a ter- 
race near the house, and between every 
heavy gust of wind, listened for the 
trampling of horses, or the sound of her 
laird's bugle. 

It was already late, when her ear was 
gratified ; the distant trampling of horses 
on the hills announced an approaching 
troop, and she exulted in the thought 
of seeing Reft Rob a prisoner in her 
power. She called out the few do^ 
mestics who remained, to bring torches 
to serve as a guide to the castle, and 
Elspa, hoping to see Florinda again, ran 
fi forward beyond the gates : the sound 
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Q$x»^ newer and hetrer; an4. when it 
appeared to be almost at the castle, 
Auld Weedy walked into the castle 
yktd. With bia usual respect he afK 
preached I^^ady Isabel^ who eagerly 
deiviaiKled> if-it wfu» her lord who ar«* 
rived? . , -a' -- 

" Why, my leddy, wba suld aHbe ? 
f^uld a be anitber suld dare to ^prank up 
sae late to the castle o' the jML'Macs?*^ 
ajQswered Weedy. " Ye'li see^ my le4dy t. 
yeUl see ! «» a joyfii* day, a joyfu' day 
'twill be ! aye ! aye ! right afore mighty 
my leddy T'—" Daft fool r cried the la^y, 

f< what has right to do wit^h it? I ask 
t)iee whether tbemen I hea^-*^h I laer^ 
ci All heaven! tyfaso^J teeaso^^ R^ft 
Rob I Reft llob! 9b! . ifj>8lip^'lny MuX 
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spare my life !? As Lady Isabel thus 
^^daimedt ^e ftttempted to iSiy into 
tbe . caitle, but Weedy prevented her> 
^hile her domeatics and the priest, wfa^ 
bad once more ventured forth, made « 
retreat unmolested : the men of Reft 
Rob seized the lady, and one of them 
taking her before him, they rode btick 
again to the miountain. 

The darkness of the night, the wild 

» 

solemnity of the sceoery, the mountain 
torrent, the noise of the horses' hoofs, 
the qlanking of armour, the bowling of 
the wind, and the acreams and menaces 
of Lady Isabel, formed altogether; a 
scene whose horror and sublimity couJl# 
bittdly be surpaased t^and wbsn,<h«i ap^ 



"? :^-* 
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pearance of the Witch Madge, with her 
torch and her wild cries, wias added to 
it, it was truly terrific, and calculajed^o 
harrow up the soul, as all Highlandl 
scenes should do. The witch, asriasual, 
spoke in measured words, and once or 
twice they reached the ear of Lady 
Isabel: 



« The light is fted. 
Behold the dead I 
The boor is o'er, ' 
Ye'll reign no more I 



n 



To Lady IsabeFs ear this was of 

•V. 

ominou^^ortent ! she knew too well 
what reason she had to dread that the 
dead should appear. She was conscience- 
stricken, and at last, after a toilsome 
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4 

ride, was conveyed into the cavern from 
whence she had made her escape^ What 
awaited her th^re may be known in the 
next chapter. * 



1 
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CHAP. XL 



The tale of ie^h^ 

The rightful claim — 
The Snoover^s fate — 

The fall o' %K liarn. 4 

1!Vhen Lady^lsabel was conveyed intp^ , 
the cave, she found it occupied by Reft 
Rob, who stood divested of his helmet, 
about half a dozen armed men, and the 
Witch Madge. Just as she came in by 
one entrance, her husband, guarded by- 
two men, and Flatburn East with the 
same attendance, following, came in at ' 
another. She looked round in dismay, 
fot the scene was striking, but^ soon 
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her attfentioo was solely fixed on Rob, 
who regarded her Mrith a steady look* 
■She uttered « faint scream, and tried t6 
articulate, blul her tongue refused its 
office : then, covering her face, she sunk 
^own oh * seat prepared for her. No 
0»e t^poke for some seconds, but at la^t 
the gallant Rob, addressing himself to 
her, spoke thus: ** 

• '* My features, • lady, have, 1 see, itf* 

» • 

formed you who I am ! I need not tell 
you that my nameis— ** ' 

... ■ • • 

"It'sftilse!" screamed Lady Isabel; 

« it's ^amour all ! I know he died :' I 

know he was buried !" * v •' / ' 






^flut the grave gle's up its deads 
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cried Madge, in a deep solemn tone — 
** Leddy — ^I warned— but my life is lang 
eneugh ! the day o' vengeance is come I 
Oh ! my bairn ! hoo sweet ! hoO sweet!" 
*• What does , all this mean ?'* cried 
M'Mac; '' what infernal machination 
is this against ihe honour and life of my i^ 
wife? Robber, we are In your power; 
if we are to die, let it be speedily/' " I 
seek the death of none, honoured chief- 
tain/* said Rob, with much emotion; 
** but I have been robbed of my birth- 
right ! my life attempted — I have been 
an outcast among outlaws ; and I now 
demand only justice." " On whom?" 
"On the Lady Isabel ! from her spring 
all my wrongs !*' " It*s false! it's gla- 
"mourall!" screamed the lady. " Is 
this face glamour?" said the WitcL 
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*^ Has griefs ^Id sae* wrought in it; 
that nor ye nor ^^ovr noble husband kens 
it? Look me weel!" M^Mac looked 
attentively at the Witch, and spite of 

« 

her glaring eyes and shaggy hair, ho 

tbeiight her fiBatures were not unknown 

to him. ^^ Is it possible that it could be 

HJmuiaa?^' said he. ,^^ It is, indeed. Jet - 

ni^a," letumed £oh, ^ and in i6e yoii 
behold that son, whose death you so 
bitterly bunented^ and against whose iuf 
Qocent life my uhnatiural motkerwnriaw 
practised/- '' It is false! aU false!'' 
cried. Lady ' Isabel ; ^^ thfi child wais ha* 
ried ! it is all i trick !*' ^* I hope it ia,'^. 
said Flatburn ; East, ^^ and by St. An« 
ihrew it ^a^ick with a veng^aanoe: the 
fdd SneoYerwillhttretotd the truths I ses( 

' <«T&eM4iae^8aH a swapped Uycrobp/^ 



♦»» 



> 
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J* I^tauld yeso!'\ crie^Mfidge; ".but 
wishtl wfsfctl an' listeh." "My.fa* 
the^," said Rob, throwing himself, at. 

r 

the. feet of the' Lairds " well may you 
tremble; but the day of vengeance is 
come, and I trust to prove what I have s, 
said! listen to my tale^ and I ^^^ .« 
prove what I; assert. , When you mar^ 
rieid that monsteir in form of woinan, I 
was an. iiifaat) a helpless babe,* and the 
Lady Isabd had not been two months^ 
your wife before, having hope of giving 
you another ^heir, she employed one-^ * 

she knows full well who I. mean,' ^to 
gipaother me in my cradle." 






•* Monster !" cried M'Mac ; " h\kX 
proceed. " My nmrse, the sieter of 
Jemima, had left the. Caatle without 
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leave, and even contrary to the express 
orders of Lady Isabel, and took me in 
.her arms 'to visit her mother, vi^ho was 
then living in the glen. It was a fin^ 
«vemng in summer, and she charged 
Jemima, who had come to summon her 
to her parent, to remain Ih the room' till 
Tier return, and to place her own child^ 
ia boy of nearljT. my ,age, in the bed. 
She did so, and retired totiq adjoining 
^oom, toprepare-food^fo]" me against my 
return. It became dusky, and she yt/:a9 
about to light a lamp, when, hearii^g a 
noise in the adjoining room, she saw^-r- 
one L will prdduce." ** You can't,*' iUr 
^b^fffMpted Lady Isabel, mad with ragOi 
Rob made no reply.. "I will produce 
the man who with cruel hands wa^ 
smothering the innocent child." " Oh l? 

I 2 



his •avjga ftewn^ hb Htlmiotk»^;^M»p» 
tiMt wrung the breath from. i»y. bafew^^. 
my, inoocetit baiiti ! Okl yeiigeancei 
irBQgeancftl I thought the-:hpor waf 
mj last '/' ^ When my okirsQ return^ 
isd/' aaid Rob;, ^^ she foudd the child ^ 

dead^ and her sister extended as if deaa 

* ,1 

also on the floor. She^soon sncoeeded 
ip reviving hei», and guessing weir froiil^-?; 
trheooe the blow came, . install tly rci* 
solved to quit the Castle^ and. cany me 
with them. They were lucky eiioueh 
to leave it iiDsoen, and for some time . 
^ludiedi all Lady Isabers inquims after 
<hem,' by takings refoge in this inoda- 
tain. Here Was I bred till five yeara 
tcfld, when my good Peggy's htisbaii^, 
whoiii I was taught to call toy 



v- 
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waft induced Jb>VjQiQ a corps of^ gallant 

men who lived by their swc»'ds in tlie 

" mountains of Westmorland. There wair 

I brought up, without any hint of my 

origin, till about three years ago, when 

the very wretch who strangled the child 

<'HJoined our company. In the hope of 

restoring me to my birthright, and 

ar^nging herself on Lady Isabel, my 

nurse advised my coming here, though 

she did not even, then tell me who was 

my parent ; she only said Lady Isabel 

^was my foe ! Often have I been tempt- 

6d, as I often could have done, to plunge 

my sword in her breast, but this Madge 

forbade ; she always said, * Stay aWhile!' 

rtay till Donald can be here;* Last 

night this Donald came, atld I will now^ 

produce him." ' 



X 
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. Rob tbenmade a sign with Jiis bandy 
and oue of his men going out, returiied 
with an old man of a terrific appearance;. 
he. was, however, almost sinking under 
the weight of age and guilt, and as soon 
^.he saw Lady Isabel, uttered a cry of 
exultation. He told, in short, the story 
Rob had repeated, as far as regarded him* 
self, and added an account of the at- 
tempt the lady had made on his life by* 
the hand of Goliath ; that failed, and 
Donald fled for safety. And now Peggy 
was brought in, to confirm the whole^ 
when Lady Isabel, who had sat for some 
time in gloomy silence, snatched a pistol 
from the belt of the robber who stood 
near her, and fired it at Rob, with ja 
curse too horrible, to repe^. , It took 
effect, but not where 'she had intended ; 
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it . Struck the unfortunate Madge, who 
had so long, been the victim of her 
former guilt ; as if conscious the wound 
was mortal, the Snoover rushed in n 
paroxysm of madness upon Lady Isabel, 
and seizing her. throat with both hands, 
strangled her on the spot. The two 
unhappy wretches expired together, •and 
the shock, such a scene gave all those 
present, was so great, that, for some mo- 
jments, M'Mac forgot his son, Reft Rob 
bis father, Peggy her exultation, and 
Ronald his dread of that punishment 
his crimes deserved. And now all due 
recollection being returned to the seve- 
ral parties, M*Mac embraced his son, 
Flatburn East his cousin, and: Peggy 
assisted the men to remove the bodis 
.to an inner apartment. While th;a ^fras 
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4oipgi Rob woBt out^ Mid fldon toturiied 
liaadiffg ia Florinda, who tlifew faeitBelf 
ioito ber brottier's arms, too mocfa ter«- 
rii^ed to Venture to look round her. 

. '* I know coiiinn/' said Rob, '' tiiat 
I iiave no cUim to your indulgence, but 
I yet hope for it^I lore FiorindA 
better thsm life, tbaa ai^y gift tbat for^ 

» 

tuoe eottid b^tow. Long have I ent 
joyed her sweet oonveraatioii, id tb^ 
gro!ves of M^Mac, and if she does not 
MTJitfadraw from M^Mac's son, what she 
granted to her fiivoured. Oacary I. may 

boast that she does not k><^ unktndly 
jso my passion. Will* you oppose my 
hopes ?" 



iC 



By St. Andrew, not I T' cried FUC 
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burii East ! ** yoti have turned up vety 
awkwardly for me ! I certainly did ex*- 
pect to hare mounted guard at M*Mac ! 
but I think if you will take the lassie 
off tny hands, and f W m^ of th« trouble 
of that(5hing, or keeping hef, 1 must foN 
gite you/' 

* 

« You ftwget M'SpAul,** sttid th« 

laird. 

» Oh ? as ttf faioti t>e1I hi UttH^^, d«-^ 
peAd upon it, afteC what hast parsed," 
safd Flathttrtt East, *^ iM> take FJotioda- 
With «n toy' heartr* Hob Was not i\(xir 
i6 obey : he embraced his beloved thai- 
den, iind imprfflted « kistf of iffeetioti oil 
hef smili'taig ]\pi. 6y tbis^JuKne the metf 
Inid yemovid Don^td ^ h ptaee cf safety^ 
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and the lairds were left alone, when 
Bob said, " I have yet another prisoner 
bere, and I must produce him/* . Then 
sounding a whistte, thajt hung- at his 
breast, a man brought m Domine Go-. 
Ijath ; he looked at the company and 
thenssud! "Odso! M*Mac — whyye're 
double— yeVe young again." " Yes !** 
saic^ Rob>. ** I hav^ rjlsen fron? the grave, 
my mother-ini'law consigned me to ! 
ahd so has Donald/' " Ha ! I must tell 
the. Lady ^Isabel ! that is her concern!'' 
Mid tbe Domine, at the same time r^, 
lapsing into a, fit of abstraction. Flat- 

bura East cursed him for a fool, but 

» . - ♦ ' ■ ■ • , • 

M'Maie said he was more, knave, he 

« 

1^}iev^d. • pe waa rp^used by [ a pinch. 
911 the nose[j||^om Flatburn £ast,;wh^ 
was .^npiewhat disqomfit^ with^ tji^e 



^ * 
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pdairance of an heir to the estate, and 
wanted some object to vent his spleen 
on; buir it was a mere transient dis- 
Uirbing, for he wiped his nose on the 
sleeve of his <H)iat, and took no notice 
of the insult. Thus encouraged the 
yOung chieftain to repeat the compli- 
ment,, to ' the great amusement of the 
f&Voi the party4 nnfj iitMidiajif ptn^nnird 
the twinge with a demand how he came 
ibere? '• Justly, I eanna tell!'* said 
Goliath. Flat would perhaps hate' con- 
tinued his interrogatories with accom* 
panying motions, had not the noble Rob, 
or as we should how call him, ilobert 
M^Mac, talqen compassioa on the poor 
,vrietch» and sent' him back to hi»'apart« 
iaeat. ; It being hf this time n^r i^drni 
kig, '.lit cwas resolved to proceed to toe 
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C&sUq of M^Mac^ aod ta present the 
i}ew found heir to the tilaO) aod piefiar 
ntioDB were made accordingly. The 
laird who was ^axioud to have Dobald 
secure, proposed that he, as well aisii 
Goliath, should be conveyed to the 
dungeons of the-, castle ; a proposal to 
which, his son agreed^ and tirhefi, alter 
^ lapse of some tfaue, einery thln^ wm* 
ready, khf^ father and son took a tOFoli 
and wepi ^own t^ ^iitteh the. prJN 
«w«x. , 






, Thej entered ih^ smait pimoe be was 
iD> expecting to find him nlone; but 
^ha^ wM their twpme to |ie0c^Tt thi 
body .of; (jiieii^tb lying cm oab aids; wrdi 
the head and fa<ie }Mck m ihk,. %ai 
Sfonald *oa the othor/ with « his hrains 
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dashed out against the projection of a 
rock. This catastrophe was so unex- 
pected, that the firm souls of the heroes 
were moved with it, and they involun- 
tarily uttered an exGlamaitioii. They 
found on inquiry, that the man charged 
to re-convey Goliath to his prison, had 
by mistake thrust him into that of 
Donaldt who dovhiAem flo^r. ingtmtlj^ 
upon bim, and e^ettin^ his reifiamitig 

■ * 

strength, was gmtified by squ^^zing out 
the life of one» ^ploy ei ta sedk hi»« 
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CHAP. XII. 



I I 



r . ' 



.. TJk Macs prevail'^ 
T/ie /?frf Dwarfs gift— 



The end p* th' Tale. 



AlN0 no^v» me«ft^i^r baving/been dis- 
patixk^ before to-order out those who 

were .in .the casUe,: to: await, th^ir laird - 

' .J • ■ * 

in th9.i*Qtorfc: ywSd^ /tBe pa^jty set out orir 
their return to that place. Robert 
M*Mac himself conducted them through 
the mountains, and by day break, (day 
break is always more beautiful in Scot- 
land than elsewhere), they entered the 
coiirt yard of M*Mac ; the family being 
out'with lighted torches to receive them. 
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Florinda) ^'iding between her uncle an* 
her lover went first, and Flatburn East, 
in rather a sullen humour followed after: 
then came the faithful Peggy, and as 
many .of the followers of the gallant 
Rob, as could he spared from guarding 
tlie cavern; and a gallant' shew it^ 
made to see them prancing -into the' 
court yard, while the family piper played 
the Pibroch of the M'Macs, and Elspa 
almost mad with joy to see Florinda^ 
again, . danced- rounds scfe^ming almost 
as loud ai; the bagpipes, " Here's nijr 
bairn, an' the Red Dwarf's gahe> TheJ 
great M*Mac conducted his son into.the 
hall of his ancestors^ ailid there t}eclared^ 
who he was ; then calling' fbr-tbe^ priest/ 
(who having taken a cup extraordinary 
to comfort him aftj^ -his fright^ had by 



•^ 
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mistake crept into the bed of Lady 
IsabdV maid), be had him loused, and 
leadiag the yoUQg couple to the efaapel^ 
he $aw tbem instantly mirried. Tb«i ' 
ckme» he 0aga€ioit§)y obsefV^d, that it 
would now be too late ioi M^Spaul td 
remopatratet attd m%ht save a food deat 
of trouble. * 



. ' ' 



The MXrt thing if as Co tepteseilt 
ajSairia a {H^opes light ta the ktiog^ itrhcmr 
SAiniater waa ao well aatiified with what 
the lairdj report^d*^ Iha* 4 free pardbo Wm^ 
^qtedto the gf^lHnt kMowertl €€ Reit 
iU>b, and th^y imtaiitly becaine namt 

m 

loysJvA»4 4oMftil sit^iieela^ and faiitHfal 
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powerfal» and tiie cltn ivairlik^, itnd apt 
totnooy theit Mfgbboiffs, eithet with 
Of without a cause^ tb^ part that Indy 
had acted, both with r^dtt] to her 8on«> 
iD^aw^ add her okce^ wat quietly hMh«d 
up) and afae was buried with the ho- 
nottiB.doei to berraulu 

The&itfaful Peggy saw tbotemaiM 
«f her anfortaMte sitter aafely dep^sit^ 
ad in tbe grave, aod Robert M'Mac 
himsalf often viaited it, to see that no 
weeds grew there, but that the finest 
thistles alone should occupy the ground. 
Peggy was placed in that sictiation that 
was her due; she remained at M^Mae 
as tlie nurse of tbe young kird, whtli 
£lspa. returned to Flatbum Ettit to enjoy 
similar honours. 

3 
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; As to tj^ M'Slys, the Kw^edilaiy ene- 
lilies of the iUusttioua M^Macs^ they 
were so awed and terrified by the fame 
and prowess of Robert M^Mac, that they/ 
nerer once, during, bis life, diirst drive his 
.cajttle, or in any way annoy him, openly .at 
leasjt ! we say openly, because tfaei^e was a 
i:eport that they had projected to set fire to 
.the castle some time after his marriage, 
and just when the head of the Slys 
was behaving outwardly Vith more ithan 
usual civility. This, however, we giv* 
as a mere rumour^ \. . ^ 

> 

To Auld W6cdy, Robert M*Mac 
would have given a yearly pension ; but 
ke declined it, preferring poverty, and 
the precarious subsisterice. he .gained 
from his countrymen. 

2 
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" Nae, nae!" said he, "ye*ll km^ 
ye're gowd, for they as wants it, Auld 
Weedy is, ria' come to . that 1 he kens 
what is the right thing, and the true 
thing, and by the blessing, of Gkxi.he'Jl 
bide by that!" This noble; refusal . ext 
ceedingly pleased Robert, as he locked 
upon this contempt of riches a$ a trait 
of national character : but it w^s found 
at Auld Weedy's death, someitinle 
after, that he had remunerated himself 
for the refusal, by laying hiis hand on 
such jewels, plate, and gold as caifie in 
his way, during his visits . to the castk; 
Our hero could only lament that no 
virtue is perfect, and that Weedy shoulcl 
have formed an excjeption tp a gencii^fil 
rule, : i . 



» • 
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Ar Io M^SpaUl, h^ sheit^ed that great- 
faeag^ feouHhCit wad inherei^t in briin. 
He no sooner heard the greftt dis^cotrery 
tbat bad been m&de, than he sent an 
embaairf to coMpIitnent the laird, and 
to relinquifib all claim to Fiofindd, and 
M ^ wtat time, requesting permission 
to Wait on her, and congratulate her on 
bet marriage: Ftotrkid«i not being well 
ttble t^ l^fua^ so gaRattt tf . feqnest, cp])<* 
Mated to rtficeive faim, and he wac^ on 
ihski oe<iasion so much flighted with 
^e happy husband, of ys: former mis^ 
tress, especially with his taste and talent 
for poetry, (a talent bom with almost 
every Scottish hero), that a strict friend* 
ship commenced betw^l them, and 
Florinda in time Teamed to see M^Spul 
with less abhorrence than she at first 



' 
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Mt, He requested to stand goihthc§ 
«0 her first boy* wd nmde an tHat oe** 

tlwjF were ev«r stfterwcrnis preserved ia 
n cftbin^t by th^mselv^g, a^d are to tbi9 
day 3bewD to straBgers, lender the title 
pf the spQil pf M*SptuI. 

The youfij; kind of VhtbiffU Mm% 
cduld never cordially forgive fai$ cotiein 
for cutting him out of the ioheritaOoei 
nor hifi,9ister for having ^x fioe $oa9i 
ail strong', bciaiktiful and brave. He de^ 
lieinained ai test .to marry hiinaelf, thftt 
none <^ th^e might inhf^rit wbut be? 
loagod to .him ; but to hja great m>x\i&t 
cation hia lady brought: him. only daugh^ 
iers;. iThoiteifd of M.^Mw li^ed tt) see 
hia grandchfldoeiLfiXCflJfi iJi thf^lmw^ 



l^x^ncises, and at hist lost his life fighting 
at tb^'^head of tiis clan,. on a foraging 
party,- during which he had driven off 
Mme of the cattle of his neighbours:. 

his son worthily supplied his place, and* 

I* « 

tras jierhaps the most retiow^ned chief- 
tain of his lime*- It iVas remarked ot jTI 
him, that he found means to make all ,• 

jirnjiari h'mli^ntri^l^tf' in hn fTTnrr. while ) *^^ 

' . '• •. ^ '->^ «^ 

lidttft durst attetnpf to make reprisals ; 

fi^ch Herrbr had the nanoe of Reft Rob 

inspired into the breasts of the suirbirad* 

ing dans. • His sons,' and his sons'ikons.^ 

inherited hkr glory, atod it hasl>een4»ht 

served by biographers ^ and'/histona«ns^ 

that the spirit of prfedatory "vrarfi^e never ' 

degenerated, and that the' faainfe* of a 

M*Mac MrbuM make^ hfvb^k 'districts 

tr^mbl^. ' in lat^r times ! mi ' ban only 
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admire and wonder I Happy would it 

e ih an age^W^^jKijnpa- 

rative barbarism, if historians had been 

X^iuute and particular in recording what 

-^passed in these %g!^ of heroic -virtue! 

"""^^But we must be canteht perforce to ru- 

r?|^'* ininate on what iV come down to us; 

"^m^ and to yield our grateful praise to those 

/^"^^-^nodern .authors, i«Jid, sensible of the 



^ipgradatton >of the age^ are willing to 
|f enlighten and improve it, by employino^ 
f their genius and their pen, in painting 
^* what the records of past ages yield to 



us. 



**. » . 1 / » • ^ 



i Long may t1i6ir fanae live f long may 

we be^ sensible of the advantage to be 

derived from perusing details ^ bloody 

frays, burnt hamlets, stolen cattle, noble 

»*; robbers, disinterested beggars, sentimen- 
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%^\ ^tkyfovM^ tnd paithetic auuggUi^* 
LpRgjpiv^^^ prefer TSfem Humour^ 

t)iii mmm to Wit, dndjfcrecity to Cob* 

derfSTil fiU i|^ with pleasure ! and iopg,'^ 
yi^y , J(Mig;, W^ it bie before th^ Scattishr f 
Cli^l^t fwith) i4'$ delightftiL twang, BhaH' 
lawit|hj)0Wer to fiiaciiiirte the eottthMiix. 
ean or gi ve pluce to what jhgpreiudice 



^ an EnglUh educaiioh TcmaiHers n^ 
infinitely ,iMP^ejr»hle, the pu»eryBngllsh 
kH«WSg^> !*hit5b u*biippily w a language 
w4;^^n be und^rsTtood by tbow -whiy 

hear it. Long may the thistle preserve 
.^jijt^llpptttfsr'pre^ the r^sct 

;m»4 Iwg ma^y Reft R^b ^ *be <brljng 
W tibp>ir a^ax, an4 » p^ttetnof ill tj»l. 
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